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A
FOREWCED
FOR

"Itese ere they who bave come up out of great
tribulaticns® may be too strong words to apply to our
Japansge-American rriends who, now et at livarty by
aregy orders and by court declslons, are fres to gettle
in any purt of ihe Unliisd Statss.

The following pages wers prepared for presenta-
tion in the summer of 1848, but conditions prevented
their publication st that tlme. However, now they ssenm
timelyt Firat, as a continuation of the 1ith chapter
of Hebrews showing the victory of falth by thoee who
went oul not knowing whither they went nor why thsy were
reguired to go; and, Secondly, thisg wltness brings to
Coristisns the knowledge and undsrstanding shich wilil
help American churches bo welooms Japanese Christlans
into their church fellowskip.

Now, after three yearsm, 1%t is interesting to
obaerve the prophetic vislon in the originally prepared
PREFACE and INTRODUCTION to the sermons here offeresd.
Without the word pleturs by £. Stanley Jones and Allan
A. Hunter, thoge not secgualinted with the West (oaat
condltlons in the spring of 1842 could hardly grasp the
algnlflicance and falth revealed In these messages.

The ministers whose ssrmons are reproducsd here
have membership in Congregatlonal. Eplscopsl, Methodiat
and Presbyterian churches.

May 1945, Gurnsy Binford

A few extra coples of tals minscgraphed
booklet may be obtalned by ordering, at
754 emseh, from:

Gurnsy Binford,
4330 Budlong Ave,,
los Angeleg 37, Ualif.



FOREWOHD by Gurney Binford

PREFACE by E. Btanley Jones

INTRCGDUCTION by Allsn A, Hunter

SERMONS
(With brief biographical sketches ¢f esch Pastor)

Chapter 1 -.. FACING ZVACUATION ..,. Rev. Lester ¥. Bugukl
Chapter 2 ... THE TIT THAYT BINDS ..., Rev. Donald K. Toriumi
Chapter 3 ... BEWBAVING QUR LIVEE ... BRsv. Royden Susu~-Mago
Chapter 4 ... THE BABYLONIAN EXILE AND THE LOVE OF GOD we...

Rev, Hideo Hesshimoto
Chapter B ... ABRAHAM, THE MIGRATION LEADER.Fev. Sochel Kowta

C%}-&pﬁar 6 -« % % §;&§f; ?Imm&i& % ¥ & 5»a&5»$¢¢avvw§.@?w K@ng{} ?&3&.3}&

g}}&ptef‘ ’? ¥ o E gfg g}m H&};g {}% g&gyggﬁﬁ&iﬁ;»rtbw;q»»x;waao#soé
RBsv. John . Yamaozaki..



PREFACE

By ©. Btanley Jones

I am happy to be sccorded the privilege of writing
a Preface to these sermong, for I feel 1t is more than a
Preface — it is an introductiocon of one people to ancther.

For the most part, the Japanese Americans are
l1ittle known to the people of America. My introduction to
them came through a smsll Incident - smell but illuminating.
As we arrived alt the Ballway Statlon 1n Portland, Oregon,
for the National Chrigtian Misslon, a Japanese red-cap took
cur bage to the taxl, and when we were about to pay him, he
refused, saylng: "No, thank you, welcome to Portland". This
was & new note. I found this red-cap bhad a daughter at the
Amsterdanm Chrilatlan Youth Conference. This Ilnslgnificant
incildent made me open ny eyes Lo spee these Japanese-Amerlic-
ans and whalt they really meant to American 1ife.

I found then hard-working, intelligent, mdaptiive
to American ways, and really a& hundred psrcent loyal to
their adopted countiry. These Japanese-&mericans have mors
young people in college per capita thnan any other group in
American life. They have less crime per caplta than any
group. When the depressglion was on, they had practically
none upon relisf. There are 5000 Japanese-Amerlican boys
in the American Army {in 1945, there are 17,000). Mr.Stimson,
Secretary of War, says that there has been no known case of
sabotage in Hawaill by the Japanese there. The F.B.I. re-
ports that no known case of sabotage has been found on the
West Coast Ly anyone of Japanese origin.

Yet, with this record, 130,000 of them are now in
Relocatlion Centers which, in reallty, are detentlon camps.
Of these 130,000, about 80% are American citlzens and about
50% are Christians. (Tne actual Church membersnip is 37%;
the rest are dispcosed toward Christianity - on the wasy to
being Christiang.)

There are & millicon German and Itsllan allens not
in detentlion campes on the West Coast snd yel, these Ameriec-
an -citizens of Japanese ancestry who constitute 80% of
those in camps, are caught in the jam of the war and find
themgelves in detention behind military lines. They may
have been the salt of the earth, doing notning but contrib-
uting to America's well-belng, both materisl and spirltual,
and yet they find themgelves btorn up from thelir homss,their
occupgtions, their schools, and forcibly placed under
guards in wired-in centers. I do not dlscuss the rightness
or the wrongness of the decislon to put them there - but
there they sare. It has placed a terrific atrain bhoth upon



their loyalty to thelr adopled counitry and upon thelir loval-
Lty to thedr {oristian faith., I? thelr faith in democracy
&nd thelr faith in God survive this ordesl, they will havs
proved themsslves grsat Americans and great Christians.
%ill they crack under this strain, or will thsy be solidi-
fied® The Russelang have 8 saylng thal a hanmer shatters
glase and forges steel., ¥Will they emerge shaltered glass,
oy forged steall

All the signs point that they will emerge forged
stasl. They seenm to have within them the stuff that "ean
take 1t". The following ssrmons, given to their people just
nafors evacuatlon, show & spirit so tenderly bsautlful that
3t will move us &11. Bub this is only the first installment
of thsir spiritual eontribution. They have survived the ini-
tial uprooting and have gone into the camps with & magnifi-
cent spirit. It ie true thetl some of them were ¢n Lhe verge
of smblttermsnt. "Why should this happen L0 us when we are
American citlzens and loyal to our country?® But on the
w#hole, they nave survived ths shook of uprooting. They have
done more - they have shown a megniflicent spirit and a mag-
nanlimous atitituds toward the whole situation. Thay have ac-
capted thls calanlity ss thely contribution o thsliy country.

I was privileged to speak o the svasuess in sever-
8l of the Assemwbly Centers, I thought I would be speaking
to 8 camp rabble. I was never so surprised. As I sntered
the Banta Aniis race-~irack pavilion, 1% wss as orderly as a
cathedral. Boys passed oub oyclostyled programs at the ent-
rence. The choly and solo slngling would have graced any
cathadral in the land - the violin sclo was & nmasterplece.
Seven thousand psople eagerly bung on every word. Theay did
not want sympathy - they wanted to Find oubt & way to live
under clrcumstances such ag thesse., 1 have never spoken to
an audlience under more 4lffisult clrcumstances. When I
spoke on "The Christian Answer to Suffering, Meritszd and
Unmerlted®, you could have heard & pin drop. When I showed
the pbesibility of taking up justice and injustice, pleasure
and pain, intoc the purpose of our lives and not perely bear-
ing them, but uslng ithem, thelr faces lighted up at the pos-
eibility. They wrote me afterwards and said: "You have
raised the morale of the camp 100%". Psople who can respond
in thal way to that kind of an appeal have something in them.
They are the stuff of which great cltizens can be made - and
great Corlstlans. That they will smerse out of this fire
grﬁgt itlzens and grest Chriletians, I naven't the slightest

tubt,

The Christisn Church bss shown sn unbroksn fellow-
ship 1n this erisls. When these Japaness-Americans were
taken from thelr homes 10 these camps, it wag the Christlans



who met them along the way with sandwiches and coffee, tocok
charpe of thelr belongings for thenm, visited thewm in the
camps and supplied them with what they could to make the
sanps livable. The Christlan pastors withlin the osaps have
become literally shspberds o thelr flocks. The Christlan
fellowship hes been the one thing that has kept the soul of
the situstion slive. It Le the brighteat spot in the pitus-
tlona

In Denver & Japahess glrl was announced for s solo
in o maps meeting. I gesped: "What will tiis audience dof?
%ill they resent 1t1 Ve are at wer."' She sang beautifully
the song "How beautiful upon tne mountains are the fset of
them that bring glad tidinss of psacse’. Though 1t was a
religious aservice, neverthelsss that sudlence broke out in
& wave of applause. No whers could thet have happensd dur-
ing war time except in & Christian Church. The fellowship
was unbroken. The ithought was - we are not at war with
people Llike that —— they are our Iellew citlizensa and our
fgllow Chrietians.

When we read the following pages, that conviction
will be dsepaned. Hersg 18 a splrli meeting dlissster in a
triumphant way and saking 1t into something elssg. They mre
showlng us how to 1live - in splte of. When we learn that
aecret, we have really learned now to 1llve. Thesne Christ-
iane nave glven us the first installment of triumphancy in
tvhese pages. But 1t la only the Tlrset installiment. Trisd
in the fires of these experlences, they willl smerge with &
faiih that will enrich us all. Here is s new version of
the Acte of the Apostles lived oul under our very eyves. In
the words of a kesn and sympathetic observer; "They are
leading captlvity captive®.

When you read these pages you will say to yoursself:
why should paople like these decay in these Relecatlon
Centers? Why sbouldn't they be allowed to work? That le a
real gqusstlon that goes straight %o the consclences of each
one. They need not dsoay. They can e relocated. Govern—
ment has worksd oubt & schese whereby Churches and other
organizations, and zven individusl familles, can take
Japanese~-American families Tor resettlement in varlous
parts of the country. Govsimment says that to help in the
relocation of thess citigens will be & natlonsl gervice.
individual Churches can tske such a fanmily, look sfter them
untll they are self-supporting, kesp a moral overslght over
them after they ars gelf-supporting and, as most of thenm
would be Christians, neke them s part of thelr Church and
sommunity fellowship.

Here is & servioe the Church can render -~ a ssrvice
that would be truly Christlan. Wherever they go they will
win thelr way and become s Caurch and community asset. Never
haeg the Church bad a finer opportunity to dlsplay the Deaning
of Christianity end never have we had finer material to work
®ith than these Japanese Americans. Will the Churches rise
to the ceossion?

5 E. Stanley Jones



INTRODUCTION

By Allan A. Hunter

In Prance once, a prize was offered for the best
definition of happiness. The hlghest award went to & peasant.
His suggestlion was slmple, brisf, and unforgettably telling;-
Just three words - "the day before".

It was probably Toe Day Before svacuailon, during
the spring of 1842, that Japanese pastors on the Paclfic
Gnast felt most profoundly ~ in anticipstion -~ the awe-ful
Joy of the creoss. Chrlistis unbreskabls trust in God as
Father of all men suddenly, in that fabteful crisis, blazed
into terrible significance. ¥hat sometlmes on othsr Sundays
pad besen & matter of secgond-nand doctrine now confronted
tham insgcapsably &8 8 reality o be experienced. Falth was
not a4 verbel issue any more. Il was a personal decision and
there was no going back. Unce we senss the argency and ang-
ulsh at the heari of ihese prescherd, we can calch as Barib
would sey, the musig from thely lips. Out of their sorrow
and commlitment s lark rises.

In this critlical hour, we hear an older Japsneds
pastor singing, the splritual agony of the Japanese people
i "indesoribable, thelr mental perplexity lnsoluble, thelr
goonomic loss lnestimable". Goods, homes; the meana of llve-
1ikood, and most of the day by day relstionships which nls
people have besn bullding up &8 & mighty structure, will be
swept aslde by the enforged migratlon they are now aboutl to
underge. %Within a eport tilme they w11l all have 1o move
out, leaving beinind thenm what 1Y haes tzken more Lhan & gsn-
gration Lo mulld; the church wherse they have worked and
played, talked and prayed, sung and sacrificed togethsr,
"the church whers many young hearts were Joined together in
sarrisge and whsre we uttered owr final farewell Lo our de-
parted ones®. But he and they together, if permitted, will
g0 whersver God wanis them Yo go; and "as we go, we shall
bless the peopls everywhers",

The evacuation of a hundred thoupand or mors Paci-~
fic Coset "Japanese® 1a still to most Americans a cold blurr
like & blizzard, and thank heavens not too near. IEven the
Christisn pastors of tnls group are stilll for most Caunsslan
Yollow Christians a mute, lupersonsal abstracilon. Bul take
five or aix snowflakes out of the mass, look at thelr oom-
plexlty and unlque hupanness under a mlcroscops one et e
time, snd suddenly & new world of polgnancy appsars.

That is what may happsn as we focus gbttention on
the following pages. For a moment we 9111 be permitted to
gllopee intoc the yearnings, the frustrations, the gallantry
mnd the compsssionate good nature of ordinary men who are



under extyaocrdinary pressure, ¥What Lhey are gaying comes
pretiy much from the deeps. In less than a week after de-
llvering thess sermons they, slong with thelr peopls, will
be gone from the altar before which the congregation now for
the last time 1s offering themselves in awe tLogethsyr. They
will all be behind barbed wire or ita egulvelient for an in-
definite mumber of months or years. And thisg place ig dear
o them, eppecially to the pastor who ls now saying goodhbye
to the old tien; goodbye in & sense to sll that ze has. In
two or three deys he will be a 1Little Involuntary Hoses mov-
ing ovt with anis flock inte the wildernass.

The Qays preceding this last "Bunday Defore® evacus-
tion were digtrscted with an infinite nunber of things 1o be
done, wost of which 4id not get done, There had been parish-
ioners Leamporarlly disheartensd into wondering whether God
cared. They needsd personsl sncouragemsnt, Therse had been
detalla of arrangaments wiith tos arsy that left no Lime for
coneordances and commentaries. These sermons were given at
the. last minute under the burden of a dedicated grisf too
great Tor exegesis. Unlsss the rsader has first of all sobe
knowledge of the parson speaking and the situstion out of
winlch ke spesks, th2 words may sesm of 1ittle moment. Let
up therefore try now to get paraen&lly acguainted at least
with one of the speakery.

If time and facilitles for getting ihe stories were
available, Just g8 interesting skebtohes could be glven of
each of thesge seven preachers.

LESTER BULUKI

He 1ig & robust, eapser, and sometimss abrupt NMigsi -
that la, an Amerlcan citizen of Japaness parsntage. In splie
of his lerky way of putting things, hs somshow gets across
to us hle sonfidence that anead is s clity with resl founda-
tlons whioh Isseli {older generatlon Japanese) as well as
Flsgel can kave a hand at huilding. Hine years ago, he
hiteh-hiked and rode f{relight cars four thousand miles Lo
propose to the girl that is now the moiber of hie two child-
ren. Born and brought up in the vicinlty of Pesrl Harbor,
hig early lmpragsion of Amerlicans was not flattering. Not
a few of toose Be saw on the besach were drunk. Today he has
p different 1dea ¢f what Americans can bg and he has In~
ereasingly bsen training higselfl o reallze that ldes in hie
ovn 1Life. Ths call came when ne was fifteen, 8t 3 ¥ confor—
ence in Honolulu. But ac did not answer deciglvely then.
Two years later, shile a student at the San Joge Junior
Uellege on the mainland, be was attending anotber sonference.
Hundreds of fellow Nissl were thers. Ib was to be ithe



ponsclous turning point of his 1ife. Frank Herron 8mith,
Tormerly & misslonary in Japan, was sharpsning o the oul-
ting eadge an sppenl to be a Christian - ¥The Paclfic Coast
wants five hundred Nisei to be Christlan lesders’.

That settlsd it for Lestsr. There was despsrals
need right under bis nose. Has would stop beling so vague and
sentimental. Henceforth, he would live sccording to & plan.

From that time on, Lester found 1ittle time to ba
unintentional or bored. In time he was graduasted from the
Callfornle college. While a student at the T1iff Theologl-
zel Beminary in Denver, Colorado,; his sensg of purpose was
insreassd whnan he wet "Beda". The name Seda 1s a contrac-
tion of 8Sbizukd which means "Quiet”; her 1little brothers and
sigters nad not been able to proncunce her name, 80 tLhoy
galied her Soda. She was gulet in menner and dellealely
orzanized; ons of those calc, gommon sense girls with &
atrong sense of responsibility who can’t help starting in
the back of Lhe sost serious thaslogus's bead an incsssant
nightingals. _

To earn hls keep at school, Lester put ln seversl
monthe in the beet fizlds of hlp fulure father-in-law, whose
farm was pob far from the seminary. For & wnile he was 8180
janiter in s (hildren’s Hospital. When he went bsck east 1o
get his B.D. and lster bis M.A. at Drew Seminary in Madison,
New Jersey, he cooked for a professor's family. It was dur-
ing the pumper vacatlion and in the helght of ihe depresslon
that tils young Enight traevelled the nsarly four thousand
milles under Alifloculties, Lo ask the girl he could not for-
get Lo marry him. ¥For two dasys on btbhet $Tip he went without
foods He would go vo a back door, ask for a bite, and a
aold volee would answer *try next door'. At lasbt, a man
re~acted as p human Delingk, taking lester t0 a coffee shop
and ordering doughnuts for the half starved Witch hilkers.
YAnd boyl! weren't they good? Never did I enjoy the tasts of
anybning llke those thres doughnuts®.

Married, Mr, and Mres. Suzuki took & trip to Japan
to learn something about twe culture of the Far Zast, and
qulte probably 1ln the hope of being part of ths bridge be~
tween Qoclident and Orient. But the theory was sagler to
visualize then to prastlice. Asked by & humorless officlal
in Yokehnsma harbpor aboub his citizenship, Lester facebloualy
replied that it was in hesven and he wes &n Anericéh. As a
resuld, 1t was only after a8 good desl of negobistion thst he
was finally sllowed Yo land in anotner port. In other ree
spects, oo, the world frisndsnip tour proved rdot guite what
aad been plannsd. For one thing, the young bridsgroon was
Loo American in his treatment of his wife. Lester, upon
returning to California, was glad to get into hamess. Ine
stalled as asalatant pastur of the Japansse Methodist church



in Los Angsles, bes threw himself into ths Job that Tor yearsn
had baen sesthing in his mind and that wes to Relp the
¥oeunger generablon of so-called Japgriese muke & vital contri-
bution, through the church, %o the welfare of tha country
wiiere Llhey wers born.

They were Just as much Americens at heart e any
of their Caucasisn schoolmates. Lesteris approach %o his
young peopln wes anything but frock cosded. An American
frisend, dropping into the church one wesk nlght, found the
young pestor entertaining the group with & slsight of hand
parformance and thsn & 8kt lmitating an earneat cldar-
gensration Japanese talking Asmerican, much %0 the smusement
of the group.

The five years of unremitiing affort thls young
Ohriatian leader put inte his Jjob led to his being made the
firet Wisel pastor of @ Nlse!l church in Log Angeles. By
many devices and by & good desal of sserifice his group of
yeulh bullt thelr own 1ittle chapel attached o the older
church. The fellowship grew in gplirit and numbers. Its
1iving nucleus was an lonser group training to become splrite
el athletesn. For years, Lester had been haunted by 8 word
of Kawgawa - "The Nisel don't know how to pray®. 8tung by
tais challangs, ke lnvited any contemporariss interested to
start with him 2 youth "FPriends of Jesus® movement. They
were Lo -discipline themgelves to serve the poor, practics
the presence of God, Live simply and purely, and they were
to improve thely reading dlet. Thus they would beconme
plonesrs of the future. Many of the Issel as YFrisnds of
Jesua® met in different ones of their ohurches at elx in
the morning each Bunday to prey for an hour, and breakfast
tegather for snother, then L0 disperse to thely usual morn-
ing services. In obier hard-nitting ways, tnev carried out
Ksgawa's cooperative Christian programs. lester proposed
that fellow Nisel do the same. His persistence filnally had
1%8 effect. During the monthe impediately before evacuation,
8 good sized group of younz Americens of Japansse ancestry
appeared at the *Frisnds of Jesus" meetlings.

The ilmport of the sermon e &ars soon Lo read will
have to be suggseted by a glispse of Lester on the actual
day ©f evacuatlon. He and his wife could have avoided it.
seda'’s people bad offered them refuge in Colorado. They
were tempted to go0. Was toere npit opportuniity and fregdom
the other side of the Rookles? But Lester falt a stronger
pull within him tioan the dssire Lo come and go as he pleassd,
and thal was the wlll to stay with hie pecopls, to do as
Erekiel 444 and slt where they would sit, suffer whatever
they would suffer. The frustration which fellow-Nisel must
axperisnce, he and his wifs Loo would expsrience. All thils
was coming home to him now.
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Fithin a few days after the lasl sermon in his new
church building, Lester, with bis wile and two childrsn, sre
thengelves sented 1in 8 bus soon o lsave. It 18 a strange
experience, sitiing there. Ons's job is to chser one's
Tlock. Lester goes up and down the lins, but 1t's no use
pretending ~ the tears can't be disgulsed. It will be
twenty minutss at less$ before hig bua, the last on the line,
will pull out, so he carried little Janet outside to play in
the less atuffy sir. A Negro cohild offers her bis trleycle.
Janet pounts 1t - ¢one cheez puffed witbh an 211l-day sucker.
Irene, 8¢ named because the parente have dsdicated her to
peace, belng oldsr, 8its by Hepr mother. The nelghboring
churches bad xgiven everybody an orange and sandwlches for
the Journeys :

A non-¥ongolold American mlnister enters the bus
and - ¥Ho¥, anaswers Lsster to his guestion, "I'm not golng
to let 11 get me., Seda and I aren't going to be bitter. This
ig our tesit. Havbe wa can be recuncilers'. He agnd Lesisrp
sheke bhands - tne bus door is clossd - the arpy whistle blows,
They are on their way to the Assembly Center. And what is
Lester thinking as the bus passes the now emplty church where
bs has bean serving these 81X years, with the cross in plaln
alght above? Yes, those six years as pastor had been rich
yERTrs. Ferhaps the coming ones would be richer. Anyway,
there would bes no self-pity. He would take the Christlan
initistive which had been spoken of in the revisws Sunday.

The new barrack room wag an sven more 4iffisult
ad Justment for the family than they had anticipated., It'e
ail very well to foke with the children about the fun of
being in a stadble and imagining you're & borse, but the sun
hae zone down now and they are tlred.

"Paps', eays Irene, rubbing ner gyes, "the pienic's
over, lan't 1v?  I want Lo xo home mow",

Witnin & Tew days, Lester ig made chairman of
Christian youth sotivitiss in ths Sants Anita reacs track
assembly Center. A visiting Caucasisn minlster was %o speak
at the morning service and ue hears Lester pray: "0 God,
cur Lesder and our Mester and our Friend, Sod of light and
truth; in a strangely tangled time when confuged oriez scho
through the world, we prey for ths leadership of falith. Grant,
we peseech Thee, thg prophet vislon, Hare in our canp, we
pray for all those who help 1n any way to bulld youth and
a#ll thet is involved in 1t, that they mey help to bulld char-
&cier.... Help us never to shout 'America’ 4o receive bleap-
ings from her, but to be s blessing unto her....?

Three monthe latver, ne find bimeelf confronted as
chalrmaen of an important comsittes with 2 hard situation.
Beversl Nisei are on etrike against certein conditione pre-
valling in the camp. W¥What snall he do? Then ne recalls

il



Eagawa. For two or thrse hourse during the ocrisis, in the
middle of the night, he farces the whole lssue gione in the
rLight of the love of God. The practical work that results
18 not the point ~ the point 1s the authenticity of desire
with which he sesks to commit bhinmsell.

Asked the other dsy what 1t waps essentially in the
Chrlstisn falth that attracted him, lLester answers: ®the
redemptive power of Godl'". It ie nothing less that draws and
holds & promising number of Nlsel in the relecatlion cenlers
today .

¥ The seguel Lo this story so far will have Lo e in
aoms other book. So this is tas unfinished story of leatsy
E. Suzuki'‘s lifs.

The spirit which the following ssrmons reprasent
fg invaluable and potent. It 18 somelsing that thess
pastorg are golag to spread in the relocation camps. Thelr
purpose ls for the rest of thelir llves L0 relsase in obthers
a8 well as in themeelves sdequate gpiritual powsr., They ars
assimilating the spirituel vitamineg of the New Testament and
of books such as "The Practice of the Presence of (od¥ by
Brother Lawrence, and "Ways of Praying® by Muriel Lester.

It is imposaible to understand the drive back of
these people 80 Intent on acting as 1f Christ really 1s a
Chriet of powsr, unless ws Xnow something about thsir con-
nection with Kagawa.

Sevenliesn yesrs oI moOre 880, he2 secatiersd along
the Pacific Crast a nugleus group here and a nucleus group
there, called the "Friends of Jesus Bovsment®, alrsady
slluded to. There is provably no fellowship of Chrigtlans
in the country that has axhibited more dsvollon and re-
sourcsfulneas., Ever sines their beginning, the mambers have
met in & church gt six ofcelock Bunday mornings for an houy
of Bong, preyer and seripture reading, followsd by another
hour of give—-and-take sround the breakfast table. This
garly morning asctivity has been regularly carried on in ad-
dition to the usugl ssrvicses attended Jater In the day. It
has been an lacreasingly vigorous lesaven throughout many of
the Jepanese churches up and down the Coast, And Lhat
leavan has not stopped with the Nisel and Issei. It basg had
its impsct upon non-Mongololid ohurshas. For eleven yearas,
thers has been a gathering together, from time to time, in
Mexican, Negro, and even {hinese &g well as Caucasian
churshss, an inter-racisl fellowship of young and old who
8ing and mean "In Christ There Is No Esst or Wesi'.
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¥ny 8o puch streps pul upon Kagewa? Thia is the
resson,. Among thess Christlan Jepansase and Americans called
Jepaaass, Kagaws 1 nob & legendary Tigure mostly balo. He
1s & nersonal frisnd who can ery with them and, no matter
whzt the frustrations, can keep reminding them that "God re-
veals himself only when we will to love®. He symbolizes
what Eazst,frosm 1ts true center would say o West, and whnt
Wesh, from its true center, would say to Eseht. He helps us
sommunlicate with ons anothey &t & deeper level than talk,

The voloces we hear in this book are from men catohe
ing sight of a new dizension of belng. Ve see them standing
an the edge of the Grand Canyon of human experlence. They
are facing whst esch of ua scon or late nmust farce! gorrow
too degp to e gmeapured, nuwmillation and loss sbrstohling so
fer o left and right that the disappolnimeni ssems to have
ne and. EBut toese men and women are not without dignity as
they look inte the apyss. They are sursslves - allboueited
asainet the mystery and vastnese, the ¢olior and glory of
human destiny. For wnal confronts them is the lnescapable
goodness of Lhe oroes. ,

The cross is loyalty 10 tha power of reconciliation.
It is the return of good for evil. There 1g nothlng mors
relevant to our lives than the erocss. It 1s right in the
midat of time -~ our time., But it is also cutside of time.
In 1ts 1ight ithe dsepest tning in us Xnows that Jesus was

right.

%oere suffering is most profound, 1t 1s least arti-
culate. Tnese Nisel and Ilesel, 10 rspeat, have not with
words the power Lo communicate Lo us wpai they are up
against, what in the center of their beings they most auth-
entically feel about thelr sltusatlon. Pernaps Xagaws can
say it for them, In a letter sant ysars age o ths Inter-
reeial breskEfast graag in Los &ngeles sho used Lo meet with
the "¥Friends of Jesus® early on cocaglonal Sunday mornings,
he epoks this llluminatllng word:

T believe in Christ and His gospsl of love for all,
I pelieve in His cross and tne ultimate victory of thosge who
oy its burden. Christians in Japan must caryy s oross.
Christlans in %ne worid must carry it wilth tham., Don't lst
ourg ward you off; bul rather, can't we bear 1t together??

Allen A. Hunter, Pastor of

Mt, Hollywood (ongrsgational Church,
Los Angeles, Callfornis. .
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Chapter 1

REV. LESTER E. BUZUXKI
Nigel Pastor of the
Japanese Methodlst Church
- of ILos Angeles

The intreoduction has already sattempted to show the
writer of this firat sermon, Lester Bugzukl, &8s a human and
not. a cardvoard silhouette. Preaching i1s but 4 small part
of the work he was dolng bvefore evacuation and has been do-
ing since. He has been even buslier now that he has no
stucce church bullding with 11 the pld gonveniences.

His manner of epee¥ing is familiar, conversational
andg frank. He 13 ecumenical in splrit, and takes sseriously
the need of alternating soclal work wilith meditation. His 1is
the courage of ¥fear tnat has sald its prayers®.

Facing Bvacustion

Text: "But the God of all grace, who hath
called us unte His sternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered & while,
make you perfect, astablish, strengthen,
gettle you"., I Pet. 5:10.
Seripture: I Peter 1: 1-2; 2: 18-23;

4: 12-18; 51 10

I, INTRODUCTION

Brethren, weg are facing the eve of evecuation. We
must evacuate our homes and churches and be taken to strange
places, and we will not know what will happen to ue. This
is our last Sunday on which we can worship io our own
sanctuary . Most of you have cherished memories of thils
chapel. Many of you attended the Sunday School from your
young daye and have grown up in the church, and many of you
ware married in this chapel. A good many of the older
pecple remember tnis church from the days when 1t was merely
& miseion caurch down on Georgla Street, mesting in Jjust &
residence house, and tpey nave seen this church grow inte
this large beautiful church, with two pleants, This Wesley
Chapel is only a year old, and it is the first chapel in the
United States bullt for the sole purpose of tsking care of
the religious services of the Nisels, and it is all yours.
You paid for ths pews, the altar, and you contributed to
the bullding of 1t. But now you must vacate it, not know-
ing whether you will be able to use it again.
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¥hen Abraban, at the 0ld age of 75, was ¢01d by God
Lo lsave his eountry, there isg no doubt that he hated o
lsave his cherished homeland, where all bis loved ones, his
friends and kinsmen lived, bui Abralanm went with the bleass~
ing of God. God maid to bim: ¥I will mske of thes a great
nation, and I %ill Dbless thee, and maXs Lhy name graal; and
thou shalt be & bleesing.* We have no such promise glven Lo
us. When the cilldren of Igrael wers belng oppressed in
Ecypt, & great leader pamed Eoses, stood up and demanded of
Pharsoh, YLel my people go". Bubl ocurs is a strange exocdus.
Wa are told, ®de will give you houses, we will feed you, and
wa will bvake you to the new places by traine or busses".
Hoses was not & young man elther when he led bhls peopls out
of Egypt. He was about 60 years old.

Our Igsel parentsg are not young any more. Thelr
averags &ge is over &0, so 1% will be the end of their
carsers wnen tikis is through. A11 tnat they have sstab-
lished, 1n business, courehes, schools, homes, they will
have to absndon after wany years of hard labor. Bul we as
Nleels, stlll have & futurs, snd we musd face thie in the
right way, or slse we Tall miserably.

II. PIZTER'S MECBAGE

In this connestlion, the First fplstle of Peter has
g definite message for us. He says: "FPetsr, an apostle of
Jeagus Cnrist, to the elect wsho are solouwrnsrs of the Disperw
slon in Pontus, Galstla, Cappedocia, Asla, and Bithynia',
{Amsy. Ver.)}. He mignt say to uws: YPelar, an apostle of
Jesus (hrist, Lo the Japanese who are sojourners of the
Dispersion in Banta Anila, Manzansr, Parker Dam, and other
places®,~ 80 he epesks to us dirsctly.

He goss on to say: "Servants, be subject to your
mapters with a1l fear; not only to the goed and gentle, but
also to ths froward.*

¥e are sublects of the Army and we will have very
1ittlie to say as to what happens 10 ue, bul Peter ssys, bs
sublsct to our masters, not only to the good and gentle and
kind ones -~ to the ones who seem 1o bs friendly ito us - but
alad Lo the ones whoe are crogss and unkind and unsympathetiic
Lo ug. He says thers is no glory in being buffeted for our
faults, but wpen we 4o well, and euffer for it, and ws take
it patisntly, tnis 1s acceptsble with Ged. God looks upon
ue with favor wnen we guffer for well doing. It is betisy
to gulfer for doing right than foy dolng wrong. That is
the way Jesus suffered, and Be is now in heaven at the
right hand of God. Jesus is the example for us, not our owmn
little selves., Jesus 4ld no sin, neither was gulle found in
His mouth; yet, wnen He was reviled, reviled not sgatin; when
He suffered, He threatened not; bubt commiitisd Himaelf to Him
that Judgeth righteously. We to0, when we are revilsd,

16



revile nat agaln; when we sullsr, we 40 not need Lo Sthreaten,
but commit ocurselves to Gof, who Judgeih rightecusly.

Reloved, think 1t not sirange concerning the fisry
trial which is 1o try you, &8 though some sirangs thing hap~
pened unto you.® If we reallize %o any axient the sulfferings
that the esrly Chrigtisns went through, ours is no sulfering
at all. ¥%e may suffer a 1little, Tubt we asn rejolce; inss-
much &85 we are partaker of Christis sufferings. If a wman
suffer as & Christlan, lst him not be ashamed: but 1lst him
glorify God on tnls behnalfl, .

When we g0 ¢ these canmps, we ms Chrigtians will be
only ten sgainst ninety. AL the most, only 10% will be of
Christian inclination. Our Christiasn baockground is very,
very shsllow and, unless we ars on constant guanrd, we will
logs our shellow Christian foundation. We wlll not huave all
the gplendid facilities that we have here and ws will not
have the constant care of 2 stabillzed church. We are sloth-
ful enpugh with a good church in our neighborhoed in normal
1ife, s0 we must incrsase osur Chrigtian zeal in order to
paintaln what little Falth we bave. We musi take every op-
portunity that is svallable in camp. We must lock for every
opportunity rather than wait for 1t. If there gre no Chrigt-
tang, we should go oulb of our way and pgather two or thres
and make & Christisn congregation, 1f need be. Thal s our
tagk.

aAnd then, finally, “The God of sll gracs, who hath
called us unto Hip eternal glory by Christ Jesug, after thatl
ye have suffered & while, make you perfect, steblish, streng-
then, ssttls you.®

A plant is made perfect in & hobt-bed, bul when It is
transplanted, 1t is establlshed in & new plsos, and then it
nzeds Lo be phrengihened by belng watsred and oultivatsd ang
nurtured, 2nd then when all that is done, 1t grows into 2
full-grown plant that bears fruits for the farmer. And so
we bton, when we have gons through the mill of suffering.and
we abtand the itest, we can become perfact, End 504 will stabll-
ize us, and strengthen us by God's own way of nurturing, and
finally, God gsettlss us into men and women who have Sod a8t
the senter, and therefors sre well sslitled.

In the story of "Just David®, by Eleanor Porter,
thie boy David is brought up by his fatker, a fampus violin~
ist and & men of culture and learning, 10 be pure and loving.
He was to see besubty and music in everything, in rll the
tainge that God has mads. DBul there ¢ame s time when he
knew he would psss away, 80 ne got kls Doy and himself ready
to go down %o the valley to the placs where he cane Froo.

The father d4ied belore ne reached his destination, and the
boy wag 1sft 40 drift for himeelf. In his contact with
strange paople, he found oubl that not &ll things were good
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and besautiful, and there was greed and selflshness,; and
narrowness, and uglinese all around. Yet, everywhere he
went, he mede meio whers there was ugliness, goodnere
where there was &vlil, cheer where there was gloom, reppi-
ness where there was sorrow. There came & time when the
whole valley was tranaformed bacause of thls one boy, who
refused to be cwellowed by the world arcund him.

e, t00, 25 we face an unknown adventure, which
will be filled no doubt with ugly things, with undssirable
things, with things that wiil tend t%o make us cynical, and
antagonlistic, and pesslimistic, ~ try to makKe things beautl-
ful where there ls gullness, love where theres is hate, good-
necs whare therre is evil. God gilves us an opportunity thaet
is not given to others, to make living beautiful, and not
merely busy ourselves with making a living.

Let us face what comes with courage and falith,

"But the (0d of all grace, Who hath callad us unto Hig
sternal ylory by Carlist Jesus, aftsr that ye have sulfered
& while, make you poerfect, stablish, strengthen, ssttles you."

e mm B e omas mm s &3 WK maR X GR has SR Aen e
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REV. DOHALD X, TORIWMI
Pasbor of the
Japanese Union Church
of loa Angeles

inon® 18 one of the youngest and best~looking of
the American born so-callied Japanese ministers) & graduate
of Princeton Theologlcal seminary, with & glft for inter-
preting the New Testament 40 hisg contempoyarigs and holding
the regpeet of his elders. He once amused a mlissionary con-
vention with this: YThe white ohurches are atlll ssgking ms
t0o speak in my native costums., Well, here I gm. I've got
on my native costume now. I never had any but Amerliecan®.

He has nsver gesn Japan.

He was installed ap Pastor of the Japanese Unlon
Ghurch (Congregational and Presbylerian} of Los Angeles,
scarcely more btpan 8 month bafore evacuatlon, and has been
wearing & high black clericsl wvest ever since, in spite of
the Asgenbly Center's Intense heat. This young maen has &
modest, boyleh slmplicity of manner and yet, as an old
Quaker friend puts it ®a transparent purity of pressnce which
inaspires confidence and love."

His gerson ls true to nls character: simple, dlrect
and dedloated 10 the Tact toat the body of Chrisgt, no matier
how plerced by the thoughtlesensss of man, 1z able to survive
all external historical evenits.

The Nigel fear that their Caucasian frisnds wmbo used
L0 play basketball with them and sit next them at high school,
will Torgst thelr former friends. “Don® exprespes falth that
there are tles that can be trusled to hold. His faith con-
fronts us with & sohering question. Will the Protestant
Church, partly cut off from its missionary enterprise sbroad,
now ges tnls erisis at bome a8 en Opportunity? Will it
throw itesld into what may prove 10 e the greatest mission-
ary task of tnie cenlury -~ o help 100,000 people of an
alisn race” to experience such Christian hospitality that
many, hitherto lacking adeguate spiritusl stimulus, will
choose to become menbers of the universal church?

BTHE TIE THAT BINDS®
Romans 8:35-38
{Delivered on MNay 3, 1842)

fHleat be the tis that binds our hearts in Christe

1an love.®
There was & wminister of & poor country chureh in
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Englangd whose famlly was becoming s0 grown up Lhat the

tudget 0f the Tanlly expenses could not be met by the salary.
This minister, Rev. John Faweeti, bad ministered to ihe
paople of bis congregation for many yesrs. Hs loved them and
he was loved by them. The community., teing poor, could not
pay bhim a larger aalary.

One day, he recslved & call frow a largs church in
London to become 198 pestor; and the salary was nuch larger.
After much delibsrating, he decided %o accepl this ¢all from
the church in London. ¥When de announced bls deoisglion Lo the
members of the church sesalon, ihe chureh officers ssked him
not Lo lssve. Not forgetful of the emslingss of the salary,
they reguested him not to leave Lhe chuwreh, for only he could
understand the complicatsd situallon of the compunity and ithe
nesds of the parilcular individuals., Later, othsr memsbers of
tug church visited hip, begglng hism not 1o lesavs. However,
he thought thet it would be beiter for hig ohildren Lo have
proper gducation and physical gars, and for nim not to run
up large bills here and thers; and finally lose ths ability
to minister to his people adsguately.

The parting day csame. He preached hls final and
farewell serson Lo his bsloved peopls. Just sufside the
chureh were several wagons losded with the family possess~
loneg and books., After the benediction, the pedple still beg-
&24 him not to go. Rev. Fawcetl summoned a&ll bls powsr to
kssp his decislon and got on the wagon. A&s he looked down
ints those tear-steined faces, hlg mind recalled the sorrows,
temptations, joys, and the growth of the faith of thess
people and the preessnt needs ol each one of them., He could
not Jeave them. He got down from the wagon, and prayed wiih
the peopls. As he thought of this sexperignoe, the words of
the hymn which we have Just sung, came Lo nis mind ....

Blest be the tie thet binda

Qur hearts in Christian lovs;
The fellowabip of kindred minds
s like to that above.

When we agundser part

It gives us inward pain;

But we sioall still be Joined in heart,
And hops Lo mest again. Amen,

There 1s a8 tle that binds our hearts in Christian
love hers in thig Union Church family. Some of you have
been attending tnls church from 1ts very beginning. Many of
ug were baptlzed here. Some of ug were Jjolnsd in the bless-
ed estats of marrisge in this sanctuary. Some of us have
parted Irom our ioved omnss wnd have gane on ahead of us into

i



eternity, and we have brought cur heartaches unito our
Heavenly Fathsr as we prayed for comfort, atrengith and cour-
aize. We have Joined together in the partaklng of the Lord's
Supper., Thprough sermons and the minletry of musle, we cane
to kunow the pregence of God, and were able Lo live & 1ittle
more oclogaly to Jegus! Way of Life. Hsre we have found many
of our friends, and deepened our Tellowshilp., This tle that
binds our hearts at the Unlon Chureh is & strong ona. Even
though we may bé separated from each other, let us keep this
tie of Union Chureh in gur hearis.

Thera is snother tle that binds our hearts, and that
1s the oOne which isg binding all Japanese Christlans -~ the
happy memories of conferences; camps, Joinl meetings, and
fellowship with olher Japaness Chrilstlane both near and far.
Wnen we go to the canpe, we ghall mest many of them again.

Striking home very vividly is the tie thaet binds
our hearts in Chrlstilen love wiilh our fellow American {aucag-
janas and other racial groups whom we knew in the time of
peace,; and who are still standing beside us in the tims of
war, and ars helping us in many ways. I was lnbterested Lln
sweing how a Chinese family was looking after the belonglings
of the Uno family for the duretion of the war, OUn the night
befors evacuatlion, Mre. Chan cooked suppsr for the Unos s0
that they could pack without bothering wlth the preparatlion
uf the evening meal. When ong ¢f these evacuating groups
was walting for the FGo" slgnsl, I Baw an American man goling
gbout giving botiles of water to the families having small
childran, a0 tost while on the way Lo the camp or after
reacuing the camp and waliing o check thalr belongings and
gssignments, ths 1littls onss might have watser to quench
their thirst

Top Ameprican churches on Lhe west alde prepared
bundreds of lunches for the svacuges, The Presbyterian
churches and ths Congregational churches are working along
the same llne, They ars planning to have lunches ready for
the psople of this particular avrea. Also, they are working
out ways and wmeans 40 help ln the itransportation problem of
bringing toe baggages of ths svacuees Lo the ohurch on the
morning of departurs., When we leave Los Angeles, we &rd nod
going o be forgolten. No, we have thousande, yes, even
miliione of fellepw Christiansg thinking of us and sffering Lo
help us in any way possible. 'The Board of Christian Tducs~
tion of the Presbyterisn Church and the Presbyterian Hook
gLore are making plans g0 that Sunday Schasl materials and
other supplles may be avallable for our use. Rav., Paul
Davieg of the Oongregational Board Ltook 100 coples of hymnals
to the Banta Anits Assembly Center the other day. Indeed, it
ls ithe unlversal Christian family.
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When we think of these things, does 1L not give us
inward paein? This pein is not of serrow and gadness, but of
Joy and gratefulness thatl we have this s¥perience of the
Ghristian family-hood. That is possible only bgcause our
God is our Heavenly Father, Hs caugeth ke rain to fall up-
on the righteous and wicked, and He giveth KHls Diwine lovse
to the good and the bed. God clelme Hle own. Onne we come
to Enow Jesus Christ, nothing can break this tie that bhinds
us to God., Thue we find 8¢, Paul writing in the letter to
the Romsna: "For I ap persusded, that neither dssth, nor
1ife, nor angels, nor princlipalitlies, nor powsrs, noy things
present, nor things o goms, nor helght, nor depth, nor any
other creatures; snsll bs able Lo separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”?. {Romans 8:38-B)

However, there is one way that this Christian tie
40 God can be broken, and that ig from wiihin us. Fhan we
refuse Lo live the way of Christ, when we refusg 1o acknow-
ledge the saving gracs of God through Jssus Christ, we cutb
off curgelves from God. Slnce God 1s our Heavenly Father
snd we are fgllow-menbora of this Diving Christisn family,
let us Xive in the manner of the sona of God,

last Bunday aftsernoon, a8 group of us wenit to la
Crogenta to viglt Rev. Watanabs at Hillerest Sanatarium, He
has improved & lot, and he sendsg his best wisghes and regards
to you. W¥hen I entered his room, I noticed m» small sllp of
papar wlth these words on it - ®five God a Chanes™. In the
sourse of ths eonvsersation, Mr. ¥Watanabe sxplalined the mean-
ing of the phrese. On ube day he wenl Lo the Banatarium, he
had & fever of 102-3 daegrees, Upon arrival there, he found
that proper srrangemsnte had not been pade. They askad bim
to stay Tor the time being in the annex building, which was
ponupled by the patlents who were almost well. I found out
later that scus &f the patients pmeked all day long. Rev.
Watanabe had & very 4iffieult time, for, on top of all this,
the American food did not sult his tomech. Hs wes feiling
pretiy low. It wss &t this time when Dr. Dreler wrote to
him, and aoong other things: bhe said "Glve God & Chance®.
This phrase sbtruck Mr. Watanabe as belng very significant,
gad 80 he had 1t pluned on the wall beslide him.

When we 0 Yo the camp, thers will be cccaslons
which will cause us to be preotty downcast. Iet us remember
thig phrase "Give God & Coance®, Since we are bound to God
by this tis of Christian love, 18t us glvs God & chance 10
revaal hla wlill for us and to work in us and through us.

There is8 a legend whlch is commoniy told about
Judas Isocariot after he had committed suicide, having be-
trayed his Master for thirty plescea of silver. It is said
that for meny years, the asould of Judss lecariot wandared
gver the face of the earth, Finally, he came to a window
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w¥hich opened into hesven. He looked in, and saw Jesus and
His digsiples phbanding sround & table upon which were ths
bread and the g¢up., Jesug saw Judss looking in, and so He
went out o Judas and broughi hin to the table. Jesus sald
to Judas: ¥We could not 81t down and pariake of this supper
without you'.

This being the splrit of Godfs love which binds us
Yo Him and to sach other, let us Reep befors us thess three
Points when we g0 L0 camp:

1. God is our Hegvenly Father, and we are
gll His ¢children.

2. Only we ocursslves can out this %is that
binds ocur hearts in Christlan love.

3. Lebt ue "Give God & Chance', 4o reveal
His will to us, and £1ill us and use us
in the bullding of the Kingdom of Go4,
of rightaocusnges, ¢ peace, and of lovs.

¥rlsst be the tie that binds
gur bearts in Christlan love;
The fellowship of kindred minde
Is 1like to that above.?
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Chapler 3

REV. ROYDEN BUSU-MAGO
Pastor of ths
Japanese Independent Church
Hollywond, Calif.

Royden Susu~Mage wags born in the Hawallan Islands,
whare he saw the transfiguring power to which he has com-
mitted his 1ife, dynamiecally incarnated In his unele. One
evening & mob, resenting his uncle's nlssicnary work smong
plantation laborers, gathersd in front of the house wnere
both were gtaying. They shouted to bim %o come outslde and
fate their threats. Hg kKept on resding hie Bible. Then,
without any noticeable tremor of ithe handa, he ¢asually
clogad the book (o apply 1tz tesmching in bis front yard. The
sngry orowd listensd at first contespluously o the Chrlstlan
addressing them; then 1n some casss Witk intereet. The slght
of that uncle sianding up for his Master with ail the loyazlly
of Bushido, planted a seed, That seed 1s now sulliplying

1beslf,

His wife is 2 Caucaslan gird sho spent Tive yesrs
as a4 misgionary {eacher in g girlsa’ school in Yokohama,Japan.
I% is spid that she rsads and writes and spesks the Japanese
languegs botter than he does. Togelher they are trying to
share the goursge that goes the second mile., They are gagsr
to ldentify themselves with the peoples they sare serving, and
not Lo accept any speclal priviieges. Royden now trains
ghoirs in camp to sing to God rather than fo grandstands. He
worked his wey theough college, is serisus in apirit, and
gives thes impresslon of beling tough ae 8 keg of nails.

The writer had the privilege of preaching Royden
Busu-~-Mego’s ordinatlon sermon, when he was offlcislly npede s
minister in Hay, 1842. SBhortly after; be heard Royden da-
diver this sermon Just before he and his wifs wers evacualed,
It was & challenge Lo his people Lo weave their lives into
the true American patbtern which he belleves 1s based on the
fact that svery ssul is unigue and inveluable rather than an
interchangenabls part in & totallterian machine, Thie sermon
prasents admirably the hesrt of the second gensration
"Japsness® American cliizens, and should be known and mppres-
igted by the whole of America,

Reweav'ng Ovr Lives
On Breoadway, near Baecond Strset, in Losg Angeles, I

notleed one day 4 slgn above & 1ittls ghop and it read:
*Rewsaving ~— Clgar-burned, torn, and moth-saten clothes”.
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1 hid seen that sign hundreds of Limes and had thought
nothing of 1%; but on this day, se I rode on the etregel car
wondering what I sbould preach to my people who were about
t.o be torn from their homes, lobe, and friemds, 1t took on
great signlficance. Immedlately, the enalogy betwoen the
Lenmestry of thls nation sand that on the loom arepe in my mind.
Woy, certainly, America was & wulti-colorsd tapestry.

I saw the patiern on that tapestyy grow. First,
there was the warp of liderty., democracy. tolerance, and rel-
igion upon which the waof cf different raclal and nationsal
slaments was wowen in. I 33w toe staunch, brave, and snter-
prising Hritleh stock laylng the foundatlon of & new natlion,
Aftar them came the Dutch, ths Gsrman, the French, the
Spanlard, the Italian, snd ihe Negro. Ae Lhe Lapestry grsev
larger and crossed the Misslesippl River, other European
nationg sent thelr emigrante Lo setile hsrs.

Among the latest arrivals wers the Japsnese who
asttled in the western pert of the natlon and mansged to
make of themgeliver an important and integral element in the
total piloturs of the land. Through thirty or forty years of
industrious labor, they convertsd the wild lands of lbe
western coael inte fertils farms; planted in all kinds of
vegetables and flowsra, They had no soll consservation sng-
inesrs and sclentlets to %ell bLhem now %o do it. Thelr
method was trisl and error, ysars of heart—-rending failures,
basat with piling debte during the Lirst ten yeare or 8o,
But by dint of hard squat-labor and tendsr care that verged
on the sentimental, they sucosedsd In meking the sarth pro-
duotive. They organiszed dletribulling centers and tarough
theae sent their producs (0 all parts of the country.

1 saw in that pattern other pictures, brighi-colored
and beautiful in form; of Japanese Nigel coming ints ths
natlional iife. I saw then standing high in scholarship in
the various sghools. I saw them as law-abliding citizsne
with almost a fenstle desirs to prove themselves worthy and
loyal t¢ the United States. I saw among theyw many standing
high in the realm of art; musle, literature, architeciurs,
lew, and medicine., Everytning they nad touched they had
turned into an art. Those Leautiful gardens they had built
for thelr employers In Beverly Hills, were examples of this
fact.

The Japanese had coms to be consldered indispsneabls
o the normal life of the nation in many clroles. Then, oneg
day, suddenly, fhege Japanese, 208t of them pitlresns, were
10 De uprooted and evacusted Lo Assenbly Centsrs and laitsp
perhaps to the interior. They were not heing trensplanted,
but wers bsing sub off completely from their friends and
agparated from Lhsir wives or husbands of other racial ex-
tractions.
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The Army 1s faithfully ocarrying out its ordsr and
the evacuastion is progeading rapldly. 8¢ that saliresdy nerrly
thirty percent of the Japznese have Deon taken out of the
ecastal arsas. The woof of the naticnal pattern has bsen
81lit vertlcally slong the weatern Iringe of the tapestry and
with drawn 80 that the remsining warp showa, not s pleture,
but geping holss. Feverish attenpts are belng made to fL11
in these holeg with haphazardly plcked woof, but the ploture
will not bs ths same for, in re-weaving a tear, unless ths
pame materisl as the criglinal is used, ihe deslgn cannot be
completed., Therslore, if the life of the natlon is 10 re~
tury to norsaley, the Japanese will have 60 be woven back
into its 1ife

¥e Himel will have to manifest & will Lo continue
% be an ilndiaspsnsable and inlegrsl part of the Auwsrican
Commonwesalth. The old saying ®wheys there les & will, thaere
18 & way® 1s no idle prattls, for the will to do 18 the
driving Force thatl makes achlevement & certainty. 7That is
what gave our fathers their motivation when they began
fTorty ysars ago 0 weave themsslves lnto the pattern of
America, lmpelled by the fire of demogratlic initlative and
lmaginetion. They saw thelr ehlldren enjoylng elilizenship

rights and pleying a definite E;r& in the Aperisan scense.
hat same ploture of America must bs brought deck.

¥e Niesesi must not lese hope Decause Pressnt condlitions check
us temporarily. Asesrice nseds ug and we need Americe. Let
us remembsr that this is the only country we have, and the
only natlon we love with all our heart and soul. ALl that
we &re, we owe 1O her institutlions, and all s shall becoms
ghall depend on how we use what America has glven us, Let
ug not be decsived about Japuan. We can never ¢ there and
weave ourselves into bey paliisrn of 1life, for we are Rpads
of gn entirely different kRind of materisl. Our woof will
not matoeh the warp of Japan. We Hisel are too strongly
saturated with American demooratic idesls. Qur thoughia,
our language, our feelings, and our aspirsilons are all
American, and we have known no other.

Under ihe pressure of thils situation, sgome of us
may be led to talk lrratlionally about packing up and going
"hack! to Japasn after the war. {0 back? How can we g0
*back" to a place we have never been? Where we oan £0 baok
to Lls the very life of these United Statses, to build 1t up,
e nelp purify it, to improve 1t from within., Have we never
sung “Amerlical Zmerlcal God mend thine every flaw", and
thrilled te the songl? God cannol mend the natlon exespt
through thoee who work from inside 1t. God needs us Just as
much as America does.

Alter the war, we will Tind the warp of America,
new and strong, for baving profited by her migtaker, she will
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have cast off the defectlve yarn and replaced 1t with s
perfect one. I we are golng Lo ®eave ourselves lnto this
new warp end form a beautiful, integral deslign, our woof
#3111 have $o match it in strength and beaubty and quelilty.
Having learnsed the result of intclerance, let ue be tolsrant
of others. Let us rspember thalt we all have our faulis,
gven the best of us.

1 1ike to think of the fine astitude of the Negroes
towards ua. Consider how the Neproes heve Uesn psrpsculed
as an inferior race becsuse black happens to be a hated col-
or. To judgs & wman's wordh by nig color is wnfalr, o say
the leasbt, bub cur Negroes bave been parsscuted bssause
their skin was blsck. You would think the Negroes would
Jump at the opportunity of crying "Japs™, mnd jolining the
nation in oppressing us, bubt they havs not done it. They
understand how 1t burts o bs gegregated and denled wsivil
rights. Thsy have lsarned itolergnes, remembaring how Jesus
gaidy YWny beholdsst thou the mote thad is in thy brother's
aye, but percelvest not the Deam that is in thine own eyel®

We can learn this lesson of Lolerance and under-
atanding from our Negro broihers. 18t us kesp ourselvesn
tree from resentoment snd bitternsss. Some of us have Tine
gardens in our backyards. Let us leave thay in as beauti~
ful g sonditicon a8 we Lave salways Zept then, a6 thatl whéen
CUr auctessors come Lo ogcupy our bomes, they wlll be greetl-
ed by those beautiful flowere which will spesk wordsg of wel-
come and love for us. If we leave with bBeauty in ocur hearis,
we will return with greater beauty. Unless ws bring thias
Eind of woof o post-war America, %¢ sball not be ableg o
weave ourselves back into the natlional pattern.

Let not the present state of tbings drive us into
dagpalir. On the contrary, this 1s a time of testing whethsp
we nre £it to be incorporated into the American patiern as
an integral part. This ie a testing btime Loy Amerios her-
gal?f and in the confusion of the ordeal, resscn has left s
portion of the nation.

Are we blg encugh o pray with Jesus on the Cross:
"Father, forglve thenm, for they know not what they dot¥
Thic 1e the prayer that ls golong be save us. It ig ithe
prayer that 18 geing 0 help us recognize the worth oF human
peraonality irrespective of color, race, or orsed, Al
thzoe ingredients we sball nesd when we rsiurs LU re-weave
cursalves inko Jmerics reborn, her flaws mended, wliih the
grace of God upon her 1ifs.

N S e W s KL B upd Wi L AR A R e T Ryl S g A i i ey i
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Chapter 4

REV. HIDEQ BASHIMOTO
Pasbor of Lhe
Japenese Hedhodlst Church
Fresno, Calif,

The offort of Nisel pastors o tle thelr situstlon
up ®ith the Jews of old may beg & little Tar-fetlched and
tiring to us Csucasian readers, unless we realizs thisi The
Higet, fTar more than we suspect, thinks of his probiem ss &
race problem. It le because of the itexture of his halr, the
shape of his chesk bonea, the implleaticn of offieclisl pro-
alamations up and down the West Coasbt that he is Delng singl
ed our for segregabtlion, not on the basis of achisvement, bul
on the basis of physisal appearance beyond hlg control; 1t
ig beosuge of this "digerimination® that his feelings are
sud to the quick. The Hisal begs us to be up on the facte
50 that we won't be down on hin.

Hideon Hashimoto is on flre to embody Kagaws's con-
cern for Gud's love. He would glve svil the twist for good
that Jesus gave Lt on ithe crosa. Perbaps it ls his sclenti-
fic desire to trsce t0 beginnings that lesads hip back to
Babylion for his text.

Hideo Hashimoloc was born in the United Htates; was
gent. by his parents to Jspan for his primsry school educa-
tion; his High School, College, and Thecloglcal educsation
were sscured in the Unlted ¥imtes. He wes ordained by the
Methaodlst Church in 1838; he has engaged in pastoral ssyvice
in five d4ifferent localitise. He bhas had more than usual
opportunitlies in travel. Hlig sxperisnce of prissary school
education in Japen glves 4o him an advaniage 1in the exner-
éiﬁﬁ@ of 1ife irn Japan comparsd with 1ife in the United

ates.

H

i? 811 of us who profess %0 bes Christian could coms
up Lo his challenge io a sense of miassion, our American
ﬁg%i&ﬁ would bhe the betier preparsd to sassume world lssder-
ghip.

THE BADYLONIAN EXILE AND THE LOVE OF GOD
{Sunday, May 10. 1849,

The order hag been deflinlitely issued that we are to
be evasusted, beginning the coming Friday. fThis is the last
Sunday of our life outside the barbed wlre fences.

A nyriad of mixed feellings oversomnss uB a8 we re-
flest upon the past -- how we took freedom for granted; of
the future -~ of the 1ife in ihe concentration camps; children
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cragped and stunted; young people, demoralized; 014 people,
bitter. And the present, a nighlmsare,

How are we going to "take 1¢4%"7 Are we going to be
Bitter and resentful? Are we goling %o bs cyniocal and indif-
farent? Or are we golng (o overcome the paralyzing and sm-
Bittering experiences of thege days and o gven mors crlilceal
daye 1o come, and turn thlie evlil Lo good? ]

¥henever we arese confronted wiih the painfulness ol
the present, the immedimcy of which overcomes ug llke 2 dis-
torted osut~of-focus oloss-up in & Bnepshod, it helps us Lo
take & long look back o & perloed of human klstory when man
had gone through sinllar experignces, unscathed, triuwsphant.

Gompared wlih the harrowing experlences of ithe Jew-
ish peopls following the defeat of Jervealem, 857 B.C., ours
is but nothing. '

The terror of that war, the bitierness of defeat,
the resentment against belng torn away from home, s8till
pomewhat stunned but unconsciously the rebellliocus Teellng of
8 despondent captive in the midst of repulsive splendor of
the conguering civilizetion -~ these are all reflected in the
sorrowful peoetry of the Lamentations and the 137th Pealm:

By the rivers of Babylon,
There we sat down, yes, ws wepl,
¥hen we repembered Zion.

«ee P8 137

This song ends with the terrible vindlcotivensss of
8 wronged patriot. This was quits netural, and 30 be ex-
pected. Yet, this wses not tis only reaction of the Isregl-
ltes in thelr sulfering.

A great Jjump ahead in the history of the Jewish
religlon, in fact, in the whole hlstory of religiocus sxper-
lence of the human race came oubt of the experlence of exlle
and captvivity. The Providencs and Love of Jod which passes
all buman underetanding manifeset themgslves undsr strangely
wonderful circumstances.

An unknown prophet, known to 0ld Testament scholars
88 the Second lealah, reveals the deépth of the love of God
which was not excélled untll the coming of Jeasus,; the incar-
nation of the love of God, himself. He began with the grsat
triusphant and hopeful streln, set W0 the lmmortal music of
Handel's Hesslahi

Comfortye, csonfort ye My psople,
paye your {od,

Bpeek ye confortadbly to Jerusslem,
and ery unto her,
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That her warfare is sccomplished,
that her iniquity ls pardoned,
Thet she has received of Yehwehips hand
double Tor all her slns.
{Isa. 40:1-2} {Bewsr)}

The Tirst great euphaels was that Jod is One. Thers
is no other od. The lord is the Creastor., He uses his lng-
truments, &8 he will -— Babylonians or Uyrus. The coresatvye
hae no right Lo guestion ithe Creator.

Does one strive with his maker?
g8 potsherd with the potlsr?

Doss the clay say to him that Tasghions it,
*@hat makest thou?

And thy work has no handie?® ..,

I have made the earth, and created man upon it
I, even My bhands, have siretched out the heavens,
and g1l thelr hoat have 1 commanded,
I have ralsed him up in righteousness,
and I will make etraight gl his waye:
He shall bulld My clty, and let My exiles go free,
Not for price nor reward, says Yahwedh of hoste.
{Isa. 45:8-11) {Bewer)

Tersel is the chosen rece of Yahweh, #For Jacob
my servant's sake, and Israel mine elscht, I have even called
thee by thy name.® {45:4)

But tnls relationship ls net that of specisl favor-
Itlen. Jsrasl iz not to be the conguerors and victors. They
are to be rsdeenmsrs, the Buffering Servani.

Behold, My servant, whon I uphold,

My chosen, in whom My soul delights:
I have pubt My SBpirit upon him,

ne will bring forth Justlee to the Gentiles.
He #ill not ery, nor 1ift up his woloe,

noy cause it Lo be neard in the gstrest.
A bruised reed will he not braak,

and & dimly burning wick will he not cuensh.
He willl bring forth Justice In truib.

He will not fall nor be dlgcouraged,
Till Be bhave aet justice In the earth;

and the isgles shall walt for his instruction.

(Isa. 423:1-4) (Bawer)

Thie second point concernlng the Buffering SBervant

was g grest forward step ln the evolution of religlion. Iv
wag no logg tnan the revslation of the depih of the lLove of
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Godl Until then, Jewiseh religlion had been temshking that the
Tighteous will prosper and the wrongdoers, suffwr. Now,
this grest Prophet reveals the Love of God which furng the
misfortunes of & chosen people Into thelr own geod, using
both the chosen and the Torelgn races ase Instrumenis in His
Diving Flan,

8ix hundred yeare later, Jgesus Christ fulfilled the
provhacy of thls gresl geer, who lald the very foundstlions
of the bellsel in the redemplive love; sentral in the Christ~
ian f&ﬁ.t&h‘e

Out of the depth of despalr and puffering, the
prophet saw the truth of love that stoops %o save the most
undsserving sinner. HKs showed thus that even cut of raclsal
disaster and tragedy can come & greal good; that out of the
depth of despalr one oan peer into the depth of unfathomabls
Love of God.

The situation which confronis ug as we meet togsther
in this last Bunday ssrvics before evacustion is fax from the
horror and 4lsaster of the weopls of Jerusalem. Thers is
not the physical suffering nor the bltiernsse toward those
who must carry out the order. We go a8 resldents and citl-
geng of B nation cooperating in the efforts for nationgl de~
Fsnee. Ws have grave doubls as L0 ths wledom of thls pro-
cedure and &g Lo the motlives of some of the groups that en-~
gineered this evacuation., ¥Yeil we have nothing bui good will
snd the sense of loyalty to the people and the natlon.

Yet some of the slemente of the clrocumstanses and
the fesling of Israel are there. We are brendsd as enemy
glieng, We are Lo be uprooted from HOME s8 we Enew and loved
it. We must cast away the business and other endeavors for
ilvelihood bullt after a generatlion of toll and sweat. We
are 1o be carried away captive, exiles -~ destination unknown.
The same longing for home, for oreative participation in tihe
nation ln orisis, for freedom,sabove all, ls there.

In & sense, our belng evapguated 1s Lhe conssguence
of our sinfulness. As American clitlzens of Japanese ancestry,
we had & great misslion to fulfill. We were destined %o be
the bridge-bullders of the Pacifle,

But we falled. In our self-zcenteredness, like
Jonah, we van sway from our gread misslon. We thought only
of fun, thrill, and good time. Ws scught fame, reputation,
to be & "good spori®. We sought money and soft, sasy, com-
fortabls lives. We were constantly reminded of ocur task,
until we were sick and tired of hearing about "Rridge-
tullders of the Pacific!. Yet, instead of going straight
toward our responslbility, we went in the opposite direc-
tion ~- money msking, self sesking, sin, For sin means go-
ing the opposite directlion From the CGod-given destiry.

This war, this ouflering, and cur evacuation, 1g
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partially our fault and our making. If we had been vigllant,
and atnuck to our God-given migsion, working with all our
areTy and goul o prevent war and maks for peace, Justics

a1:d true demooracy: the sltuwation may have dbeen Jiffarent
Bomewist .

FProm thas standpolint of American demooracy, this
evacuation is a shame, & dangeroud attack upon the fundament-
8l prinsicle vpon which our nation is bulls.

Ban fram the gtandpoint of & Christisn Nissl, 1t s
a well-dessrved punishment for our indlfference, our falling
down on thae Job, cur self-centeredmsss, our aln.

¥et, it is far wore than punishment. #oed turns
evan the ains of man %o work for his redemption. The people
¢f Iarsel saw & great light in the prophesy of Becond Isalahb
in the pltch darknegs of despalr. We must seeX the same

iight.

A plece of grit gets into an oyster shell. 7The
oyster ssnses whal gorresponde Lo humayn pain. It bullds
pard tissue arcund Lt te protect lteel?. Lo, & pearl!

God doss not purposelully give sulffaring 0 nan.
Buffering comes from Lhs resuil of men's sin.

Yot, God uses even the conseguence of gin to the
end that man should ses aright and turn vo Him, and tim
back te the God~glven misslon for his 1lifs.

Our svecuatlion must prove mere redemptive than puni-
tive, We have been sghooked into the reslizatlion that we bave
fallen down upon the God-gliven tagk. We have come to resllizs
that wa have bsen ainful. ¥We bhave been shocked into realiz~
ing that the world 15 not an sasy~going, bhappy~go~-lucky sort
of plonle, but & Just, righteous, and morsel ong, where man.
reaps what he sows.

Morepvey, in the congeatsed Conters whers we arg
destined to stay, pervhaps for the *duration’, we shall be
given an unexcelled opportunity for the practice of what we
have Teen taughl o believe. I was AifTicult in the world,
where coppetition was the order of soclety to practics
nelghboriiness and brotherhood. In the samps, coeperatlon
will not only be nighly desirabls, 1t %11l be bthe absoluta
pinimal requlrement, even Lo eal and sleep. This 1s a great
gpportunity to prove thal Chrisgtianity works and the Chrigt-
lan spirit alone workes. If it dosen't work in the Centers,
1t will not work anywhare. For that very reasocn, Chrigtisns
are on the trial. This 1g the testing of our faith.

It is not encugh that we g0 half the way; we must

o the whole way -~ to make friends, to be good nelghbors
8 good nelghbor means & great deal when there is but &
partial partition bebween the apartmente), to serve, and to
aacrifice.

Gofl 1s ever wlith us; bub especially in our trigls
and tribulations. Like another Isaiah, we tTurn from despalr
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ard find God, forever ready to stoop down 1o save us, glving
UE 2 ret insight into the Heart of Hearts, the cltadel of

Leve.,  The minute we realize our relation with the Tternal,
the Ureator, we ars free. The earmy rules, bayonets, and
arbad wire fencses cannot hold us.

If only there are stars,
I have ny frlends.
Bul in the dark

I think upon ny fate,

And all
My spiril sickens
And the hard tears fall.

Arcund my prison
Rune a high stockade;
And from ny wrists
GChaina dangle;
But n¢ power
Can lock my eyes.

8o can I steal

This lovely light
That wraps me ~—
This radiance
That drina

Sut of the Dlpper.

Dragging my chalns
I oclimb

To the tall window-ledge;
and. though

My body cannot crawl

Between those grim iron rods,
8till can I

Laugh as my splrit flies

Intco the purple skies!

Northward and northward,
Up end up,
Up to the world of light
I go bounding,
Farewell, O Earth, farewell,
What need I now of your freedom?

Fearliess, I fly and fly,

On through the heavenly sky;

Breaking all prison bars,

Ky soul sleeps with the atars!
{(From SONGS FROM THZ SLUMS -~ By Toyohiko Kegawa)

¥e are free -~ free Lo grow in falth, frese to serve

our fellow mern, free to search the unfathomable depth of the
Love of God, free to seek and fulflll ocur mission.
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Chapter 5

REV. BOKEIL XO¥WTA
{4 Japanese~lasel American}
Pastor of the
Japaness FPresbyterlen Churech
Wintergberg, Calif,

It 1a easslier Lo present Nlsel than Tesei, for in
more ways than mosgt Americans think, the American eitlzens
back of the Japaness features are 1ike ua. They use the
same slang, 4drive the gasme model car with the same gueto,
Belleve in the Declarstion of Independencs, and make pro-
posals of marrlage, as other Agericans do. About the only
differesnce 1s that they bave a beltter officlal record re-
garding dellinquetoy

The Isssi, on the surface st ieast, are differend.
They don't laugh s0 hilariougly. Bul lst ue be under no
iilusion. Thay, too, have a freguent and dellicious gense of
bumor. However, 1%t ie perhaps suggested, rather more than
gxpressed; and certalnly, thay pult nore smphasis on tact and
on seving the other fellow's feellngs. In the chureh they
probably teke o dogms mors enthusiagitleally than do ths
younger preachers. It is sympathetic minds like ithese Amer-
ican Tesel ministers that win our confidenze and admiration.

Young pseople used to come to Rev. Kowla's chureh
from miles arcund. Hs has no gray balrs; hg wears a short
atubby mousteche; his syes are sharp, bubt evar have an
infectious smile of bolh syes and mouth, His good-natured
banter lightens up the sometimes too solemn meeilngs of the
church Federatlion. Although he returned %o Japan for s vwisit
a few ysars ago, he impresses ong as being more American than
Japanese., He is probably one of the best English speakers
smenget Issel preachers. AL the same tlme, Be pute his main
peint over in the 0ld styie; 1t is sugpested rather than
hammered bome; 1t 1s left inm the background to be sensed by
the imagination rathey than to be analyzed with words.

His call here ls for gpiritusl preparedness. He
promisss Ya desert”, regrets and snguish. But there will bs
the chanee, Lif evacustion and what follows is taken with the
right attitude, %0 bless Anerica, to turn the wilderness in-
o & Trultful plain.

¥r. Kowta nas slready begun to carry that promise
into fulfillment in the interdenominational "Poston Christ-
ian Church®, with something llke 20 churches working to-
gether in the dedert near rarker, Arizona. “From the camp he
writes! "It ia real joy for me to be on the job day and night.
Very fortunately, the American officlals are very thoughtful
and undsretanding. We gobt slong splendidly”, Ar one reads
the sermon, ong sensegs the Joy.
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- ABRAHAM, THE MIGRATION LEADER
Genesis 11:30~14:8

{Sermon preached at the time of the
instalilstlion of Rev. Donald Torliuml
a8 Pastor of the Japsnese Union
Church in Los Angeles. )

It 18 indeed a great honor for me to have bthis in-
portant part in the lnstallatlion service of my young minlat-
erial friend, Don Torlumi. We are on the eve of the great~
est mass migration this epuntry has ever wiilnessed. Aan ingl-
allation sarvice on the oocasion 1ike this 1ls indeed an event
of great significance.

Qne of the eingerest friends of the Japanese people
wrote in a recent issug of the Christlan Century an articls
concerning the Japanese situatlion in this country. In it, he
inserted a short ssntencs which sald: Y“Among thewm, howsver,
no ¥osea has yet appeared.® Ho Moses in this grestest crisis
in their historyil _

Whenaver we think of a great migration under a great
lesder, ws inetinstively think of Moses., ¥oses is undoubted-
1y one of the moat oubtstanding leaders of men this world bas
gver producsd. He possessed many adzmirable qualliles of a
great leader. But I believe Lhatl sven Moves, if he wers hersg
with ug today, would not be sble to do much for our psuple.
The Hoges of Lhree thousand years ago was able to perform
many miraclee in the presence of the Pharach and with bold-
negs eay to him, "Let my people gol' At the words of Mosses,
the mlghty Sgyptlen king trembled and yleldsd to the demand.
But today, conditlons are different. We Japaness arg not sx-
pected to make demands of the Army that 1s in gontrol of our
gffaire. We are simply asked to obey and cooperate wilh
whatever the Army commands ug %o do. Under such ¢liroumstan-
cas, sven Moses would not be able to ghow God-given talents
to the fullssit extent. 8o, this morning,. I would like to
think with you on ths gresat character, not of Mosse, tbhe
Iiberator of the Iersellites, but of Abrabsm, thelr great mi-
gration leader.

Abrabam lived with his father Terah im 2 town call-
ed Ur of the Chaldees. Ur was a4 place where idol-worshlp
tharived, It was net a it place for the follgwers of Jeho-
vah God to reside. 8o, Terab started with his kinsfolk to
migrats to the land of Canaan. But, somebow, Terah stopped
at Haran on the way Lo Canasn, and 81id not go further. Thal
wae the Lragedy of the man. The eleventh ghapter of Gensals
closes with this brief but pregnant aentencs: "Tepralh dled in
Haran*. & short sentence, bul what & wealth of moral lesson
it containsl Terah, who began with such enthusiasn to detier
his 11fe by migrating %o that distant iand of Canaan, either
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astisfied with what be had attalined or discoursged with the
progpect, stopped at Harsn and went no further. HTerah
d4iad in Harsn." Tiere are pany men like himd

But not so with hlse ambitious son, Abraban, Abra-
ham could not be satisfled without reaching his destinatlion,
nr without accoompilehing his desiyed alm. When he wes
called by God Lo get out of the country, be gladly Tollowed
thes commend. Y80 Abrabam went®, says the author of Genesls,
"as Jehovah had spoken unto him; and Lot went with hin.?

God had slresdy promissd bim thet He would protect, gulds,
and bless him wharever he went, that Be would make his nameg
great among the children of men, and that Be would make him
g source of blessing o g1l the Temilles of the sarth.

Becezupe he 1efi hise country snd kindred by the ex-
plioit sommand of God, he was cosstantly consolous of God's
presence with him. In the land of Canaan, Abrsham visltzd
a nusber of places, bt & significant fast is that wherever
ne visited a new place, the first thing he 4id there was %o
bulld an sltar 4o Jehovah God; as the Pllgrim Fatbers 414
upon thalr arrivel on the contlinent of Amsrica.

Kow, this morning, I want Lo point out three out-
standing characterlietics of this great migration lesder. In
the first plece; Abrabam was & man of faith in God. Paul,
the apoetle of faith, speake of this point very ecmpbatically
in his Epistlie to the Romans. Rot through nie good works,
says Paul, but through hls faith, Abraham was Justified -
bafore God. In thls Epletle to the Romans, our hsro lg pre-
sented by the autbor as the best example of salvation by
falth and falth alone.

Abrasham's Talth was most clearly shown when he went
out of hig country in frustful obedlence Lo God., Onels
faith is most well proven when he truaets in and obeys God
without any regervatlion. Falth, trust, snd obhsdliencs always
go band in hand. The subhor of the Epistle %o the Hebrows
writes about Abraham saying: "By faith, ‘Abraham, when he
was callsd, obeyed, to g0 oul unto & place which he was Lo
veesive for an inheritance; and he want oub, not Xnowing
whither he went.® Abrabam went out not knowlng whither he
went. What 8 falth, whad & btyust, what an cbedlence it was!

Ever sincs the problen of sveacuation beoame public,
the Japanese people have heen very Indqulisiilve sbout it,
¥Where doss the governsent want us to gol® F¥hen doss the
government want us to move?® PHow doss the government move
ug there?® THow will the government treat us there?? About
these matiters our people have beon lncessantly alter infor-
pation. The lack of definlte informstion soncernling these
exceadingly wvital patters bas given our people an untold
amount of anxlety asnd unrest. Evidently there has not been
mucn faith in the government on the part of the peopls. But
Abraban was a man of falth and went oul, not knowing where
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he was golng. No wonder that he has, during 21l these
genturies, Bsen salled the father of the faithful,

In the second place, Abraham was & man of hope. In
Cansan he lived & simple life, always dwelling in tents. His
1ife was £11lled with many bardehips and 4lfflcuitiss. Butb
he was never satiefled with the 1life he was 1living, or wiuh
the 1ife he saw arpund him. Accvording to the Eplctls 0
the Hebrows, he was alweys congclous that he was & pllgrins
in thig world and 4bst he wap constantly looking for s city
whose bulldsyr and ma¥er wae Ged., The bullding of an gternal
ity of God! That was Abraban's hopes in 11¥e. Because of
the innumerable adversitles that he met, the hope becans
dio many & time, but he clung to that hope until the very
end of nis life. The Aposile Paul, in his Epistlee to the
Romans, writess glgnificant werds concerning thils man of
bope: "In hope Abrahan believed againat Bops.' Abrahan was
& man who boped against hopsi

Then, in ths ihird placs, our herp was a man of lovse.
{nce there was & strife betwesn the herdsmen of Abrsham's
cettie and the herdemsn of Lot's vatile. Thie greatly
grieved the tendsr heart of Abraham. 8¢ he gald to 0%, his
naphew: !Letl there bes no sirifs belwesn me and thes, and be-
tween my hersdamen and thy herdsmen; for we are brethrzn. 1a
not the whole land before thee? Beparsts thysell from ne;
17 thou wilt take the left hand, then I wlll go t¢ the righi,
or if thou wilt take ths right hand, then I will go to the
left.® These unselifish words were uttared by an uncle to
his nephew; sc unusual in snclent Judsa, where elders alwsys
had priovity interests over the young. How genercus,; and
how magnenimous Abrabawn was 4o that selfish, worldly-minded
neyphew of hisi

Evgry orisis 1s a testing time of one's charactar,
Belfish people; durlng & orisls, ashow thelr ssifisnness 4o
& greatsr measure tharn they do in ordinary times, {Generous
peoples revsal thelr generovslty t0 & greatsr Qegres than they
do st other times. In thig greal crisgis, the Japansse peopls
are proving this fact very clearly -- muesh Lo our regret in
the selflish casss. Bul look at 01d Abprshas mgaln who ls
tenderly spesking to his young nephew: "Let there be 1o
strife hetween me and then; for we are brethren. Is not the
whole land before thee? Separate thyself from ms; if thou
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if
thou wilt take the right hand, then T will go to the left.n
Glving always the first cnanoe 10 others; sontented Lo Tew
sgive what lg lef't for him. That was the splrit of Abrsham,
our heyrs,

My friends, the nesd of the hour is not more ponsey,
or mors machines, &8 many people think. The real need of
the hour is morg men like Abrahanm, filled with sn indomit-
able faith in Almighty CGod, an undaunted hope in the future
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of the race, and a sglif-sacrificial love for others. Bus

cur people lack that £alith, and are anxlious aboul many things.
Toey worry beyond whet is neocessary, They lack that hope,
and are skeptlcal aboub gverything, They are dincoursged
and disheartensd, and even in despalr. They lack that love,
and we see the svidence of selflshness on all sides. Have
Talth in Almighty God, ¢cultlvate hope in the futurs of ouvw
pesple, increase love for our fellow-men. Fully equipped
with these virtues, we shall then have nothing to be afraid
of . Give ug s dsgerd, we shall make 1% & beaudiful garden;
glve us & wasted land, we shall changs 1t into s produptive
Tinld; glve us & wildernsas, we shall convart 1% inito s
frultful orehard. Provide for our children competent
teachers; regardless of Lhe bulldings we shall have, we shall
make curs one of the finest schools in the oountry.

Today, whenever we meel s Japanese, we are sure o
be asked: “Are you resdy for evacuatloni® Indesd, every
Japaness is tramendously busy with the preparation at this
time. Bui our prepsgatlon for svacuatlon ls two-fold, nemsly!l
negative and posliiive preparation. To dispose of gur prop-
erty, Turniture; and bhousenold goods, so we shall be able 0
leave our place without furiher worry, is to prapare surasli-
ves negatively. To secure all the necessary things for the
1ife et the camp, so Lhat our 1ifs there will be as comfori-
able and wortbwnlle ae posslble under the lnevitable elroum~
stances, ls to prepare ourselves positively. And tbis ls
about sll the aversge Japansse thinks of regarding evacua-
tion preparation. But as Chrisilans, ought we not to think
of 1t more desply? Ought we not Lo prepare ouraglvss for ths
evacuation spiritually as well? And, oupr spiritusl prepara—
tion bhes two phases also, the negative and positive. Most
of usg Japanese have by tbls time slither scld sway, glven
awey, or throsn away, many of our unusable grticliss. It is
foolish Tor us to Kesp unusable things any longer. &nd ws,
a3 Shristisns, ougbt we not o diapose of ihe undssasirable,
nay besrmful, gqualities 1likxe gellfishness; bosstfulness;
worldilness, as we begin owr 1ifs answ al the camp?

¥e often hear owl® people complalin aboub the limlt
placed upon the number of things they are allowed to take Lo
the camp. A very limited number of pérsonal belongings is
parmitied o be taken. I persconally belleve that the com-
plaint 1s not wmithout foundstion. Bub;, Tor the 1ife at the
oemp, we nesd not very many things. *Martha, Martha, thou
art anxious sboutl many things, bul there ig one thing nesd.
ful. Mary has chosen the good pard, whiokh shall not be
taken away from her.¥ After all, there ars not many things
that are esgentially needful in this 1ife of surs. But let
us be sure to makes &b ieast Lhose three dominant qualities
that we find in Abrabam, owr own "personal belongings®.
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within & very short time, we shall bhave to move oub
from this falr clty of los Angeles, leaving "Little Toxyo!
behind us. And %his dear church Hoo ~~ thls church where wa
have played Logether and prayed togethnsy; this chureh where
we have Galked together and worked together; this church woere
w2 navé sung fogether and sacrificed togethsr., And this pul~
pit whish pag, Ssbbath after Sabbath, inspired our bearts and
enlightensd our minds. And this very sacred place where wmany
young besarts ware Joinegd togeltbher in marriage, and ¥here wa
uttered cur final farswell %o our departed ones. Ysas, ouvr
hearts asche a8 we think of leaving our dear "Littls Tokyo',
but what is "IAttle Tokyo® for ue without the Unlon Church in
the heart of L7

in thias critical howr, the splritual angulsh of Lhe
Japansse people is undeseribable, thelr mental perplexisy
unsoluble, Lhelr sconomic losgs inestimable. The mighty escono-
wle structure which toe Issel have constructed wiith Lhelr
eweat and blood durlng the past several decades 1s fash crumb-
ling down %o its foundatlion. And ne man can justly blame the
Japansse people for feeling & deep senae of attachment to what
thay are soon o lemve behind., But, we Japaness sghall not be
like the thoughtless wife of Lot. We shall not foolishly look
back and weep and mourn, and Lurn ourselves into pillars of
salt. Rather, we shgll be like Abrebam, thas mighty wigratlon
leader; £i1lled, not with hatred or bltterness, but with faiih,
bope and love, we shall go wherever God wants us %o go, &nd
a8 we go glong we shall bless the peopls everywhere, as 4id
Avranan of old.
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Chepter 8

REV, KINZOW TAJIMA
{4 Japanese~lasel American} .
Pastor of the
Japenege Union Church
Pasgadena, Opliif,

Rev, Kengon Tejima 1g & ratbher cld~Tashioned, eour-
taous,; digniftied and wsll-rend Issel preacher, whe is Enown
a8 & pood gooperator among Caucaslanes. For gore than twenty
yeares, he hae been pastor of the Union Church in Passdena.
From ite beginning, nle church has been under the gponscoraship
of a union ccmmitbes representing the different leading denom-
inaticone of the communidy. It hes minisitered to mpst of the
Christlan famillies there.

Ons acn, "Taj%, after finishing hie university work
in California, went to Japan $0 serve with the Omi (YHustard
Baoad") Kissgion; then Lo Burge for the Oxford Sroup. In the
gpring of 1541, he cams back %o be dralted and 1ls now in Lhe
United Btetes army. The two younger song; thanks to the
Student Relocation commiitee; wore abls to lsave the Assenbly
Center and go Yo oollege in Ulah, in lalter 1842, One davghier
*Bophie*, 1s @ Nise!i ministeris wife now serving ably ina re-
lovatlion camp. Another daughter in her teens, is will the
father and mother &t the Glla Relocatlon camp in Arigzona.

Before lsaving the Assenbly Center, whers he spent
aboul thres months, ¥r. Tajima confesasd that ihe srrange-
ments made Tamily life 4iffleull. T"Woen esach individual is
fad, clothed, given & 1ittle epending consy, and ratlioned on
the basis, not of tie faslly, but of e individusl, then
parental aubbority ls done sway with and children loes Lhs
sense of dependsncs and cbediance* Famrilles somedinmes are
not even eating together.”

He iz primerlly falr and appreciative., "Thers 1l a
faot anong facts,? he reminda his psople, "which we must adw-
2it and remember. It 1 that Ghristisnity came to Japan and
to ihe Japanesge through AmericrR. America gave ug the gift.
It is incumbent on us to give it back to her ... My 1ife ig
intertwingd with the labors of many misgionaries.® He 1s
urging and tryinmg %o prastice a Christlike sttituds,

NEW PILGRING

P1y was by faith that he sojournsd inm the prome
ised Jand, s8 in a foreign counbry, residing in
tents, a8 414 Issac and Jasodb whoe were co-helrs
with kim of the same promise: ke wag walting for
the city with its fixed foundations, whoas build-
gr and maker ls God.® He. 1139, 10.
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Gt gave Abrehan s promlse that oub of him would
spTing & great natlon, lnhabliting a rlob country. We now
leorn that God's promise to Abrahsr wes splritusl, but hie
descendants, the people of Israsl; took 1t t0 we this~worldly.
There wereg aone among Lhen who learned, Jeremisgb and Dauleros
Igaieh foremost among them, bul ths peoples at large persisted
in vlindness and deafness Lo God's resl purpose in the oall
gnd promise b0 thelr forefather and thsmsslves. Bul God must
tesch His people His true purpose, and that is the history of
the Israelitish matlion with Llis many ware, defeabs, sxilies,
and the Tingl loss of the home-country itsell, ‘

Torough 1t all, bhowsver, (od's pian for the redsmp-
tion of the world and man, made progress undtil it was acoom-
piished in Jesus Christ. Then, when the Church sspumed a vige
ible form with the fellowship of balievers, it was Paul who
saw olesrly snd bBoldly proocisimed Lbhat tbhe Chureh and ths bro-
therhood of believers in Christ was the natién which God bad
in His purpose promised 40 Abraban.

Now, thére ils not s slightest doubl thet Gedls re~
desming work is going »n in exactly the same way. only in the
world-wide scale, this tinme in cwr own age. ALl the natlons
mnd peoplies of the world are inoliuded in His plen of redsmp~
tion, NHone 18 laft out. Tharefors, sach nation is connel-
cus of God's special favour and mission, although ésch natlon
lnvariably distorts this oconeclousness of Election Into un-
gadly egolsm. Bsch matlon belleves in Ged's promlse and 2ach
natlon takes the pronlse %o be this-worldly. Then, it is
that God must deal with esch natlion in thisz present age in
the same way that He dealt with the Isrssilitish nation. Uay
we learn God's lesson asaonsr than {hey 4id, so that, in our
case, God doee nol heve to glvse us the Babylonian Exile or
the Jerusalem of A.D. 70,

But God's plan In thils world-redemptlon spplles to
the Sndlviduals and groups as well a8 nations. We bave to
lgarn the lecamaon for ourgelves. Uthers cennot lsarn Godls
Jesson dealgned for us, Lst us be pindful %o learn fod's
lesson for us and disoern His purpose in and for us. We ars
losing much or all of owr worldly possessions including sur
¢ivil righva and llberties. Lat us obgarve thet osther peopls,
thia Amerlosn gsnd othey nations, ars loging them, in Alffer-
gnt ways, and all consequent Lo the war. Bo, we are not the
only oneg, nor are we Lhe ones who lose mosl and suffer mosh.
¥e are much bebter off than sany, many people and setions in
other lands. Just Lhe sare, wa must lesrn Jod's leseon for
us. Wiat ls Godlsg purpose in and for us? What e His prome
lse for us? What is He planning %o meke of ust ®hat is to
be our place in the family of the American natlion, with its
many raclasl groupe?

Here In our cage, &8 in the cases of all othsra,
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Fodls promige is spirvritual and His plan is redemptive. God
intends to redeer us and use us ¢ csrry out Hise plan of re-
depphion whish includes $he whole of mankind. On Dec. 7R
lzat, I lost all of my worldly intersste. T was dead to the
werld, My whole concern lg the new world which ig Godts pro-
mise Lo be reallized a’fter this war. It is God's glift, but aud
thevrafore I must work for 1t and I must live Tor 1t and 1llve
in i%. This is the nature of God's gift, that we oannoi pro-
duce 1%, we cannot take it of our own powsr, it 18 sbeolubely
Grdtag gift, but we must work for 1t wiith all our powsr, we
must give sll ws have for it.

Abrshem of old smassed a fortuns. There in the land
of Uansan, he could have become & sebilsd aitizen and builded
2 wallsed oity for his and hls clan!s permanent vesidencs,
there Lo enjoy the rest of his 1ife in abundance and suppossd
security. But he 414 not do that. He 3id not becoms domi~
glled in the nhesthen Canasn. He, wiith Isssc and Jacehb and
thelr Tanilies, paseed thely days in Canssn ae pllgrisme pagse
ing bhrough the olty of Vanlty Failr, but the goal and snd of
thely Journey wass the Clty elth foundatlions, whose bulldsr
and maker was Jod.

The pilerime pust ldpve many worldly possessions be-
bind. Men and nations of the pressni world are bDelng forced
to leave them. We, the Japansse people in California, are
made to lsave thexm bekind, in one declslve set of the govern-
mend. Happy arve we 1f we undsrstand the fina)l meaning of
what is happening to ue, We, too, bhave understood Godia pro~
mise and gift in a mundane senbe. We, 400, bhave had %o re-
seive God's hard lesson. Let ug Joyfully sccept Godia plan
for us. It ies good, becauss 1% is God's plan. Let us learn
of Abrabanm in his falth and waik llke hlm.

To descoride Abrabamls 14ifs of faith more adeguatsly
w3 havs the bibvlical words Falth, Hope, and love. Let us go
forth in utiter trust in God. He will cars for us in that
parfeat way in which the Paalmists of old desseribe in the
8nepherd Bong &nd other psalms. Let us not forget that Godls
eare for us often comes Lo us in deads of love of brotbeyr
men; and not fTall to give thanks Lo brother men after we havse
thanked God. Let us trusl the morrow L0 8¢d and be thankful
for esach day that we live, Everything we called our poseess-
tons are as good as lost. If they remuin in our hands, or if
any comes back to us later, they are God's new glift.

Let us ksep owur hopg. God nesver rests., He will
not be frustrated 1n Hie redemptlivs work. Our hope of the
new world will not fall, though rebulfs and trials are in
gtore before us. And remsmber that God never meant to axe
baust Hig promise in the things %hat are realized in this
world., We must have & tenuve of 1ife which 1s beyond ocur
grave for His promiss to ue 1o be fully realizsd, %o are
made Yo live in sleprnsl 1lie.
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lastly, let usg not be slack In love. Love never
felleth. When all thinge are taken from us, we skall have
yet peopls whom we can love, When we can do nothing, we
shall have opeaslong and cpnoptunitlies Lo sxercias love,
love 18 alwaye constructive. Mere patlence and absence of
resantment 1s not enough., It 18 not constructive; it is
atill negative. Throw in your destiny with this land and
Lhis natlon. Burely America 1s blg senough for us to glve
her the rest of ocur livesa. Love her with the love that
lo0ke for no reward. Sbhe bhad glven us much. Wse can glve
her our all.

And, may 1 add tbis thought %o what I have sald -~
that, in the final analysis, it is not the amy, ner ithe
federal government, nor the people; who are sending us L0
g temporary exile., It is the sar systenm and ihe present
worid-soclaty which is Built on the war systsm, which i8
foing to us this unweloome deed. Milltary necesglty -
sxsoutlion of war —- mus? have peocurse Lo aush & messure.
And we mreé regponsible to ths present worid with Lis war
ayptem a6 much &8 ahy othsr people. War 1s the worldls
sommon enemy. HRow we bave to fight, natlon asgainst natlon,
but really we ave fighting agalngt our common snemy —— Wal.
And we have to fight agalnat war now because we ware not
really figbhting agalnat war in peace time. And the only
effectual flght we can pubt up agelinst war now, 1ls lova.
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Chapter 7

REY. JOHEN M. YAMAZAXI
{4 Japanses-Iasel American)
Prisat of Lhe
Japanese Yplecopal Chursh
Log Angelea

Rev. Joho M. Yamazakl came here slmost 40 years ago.
For 39 years ne hasg been the priest of the Japanese ¥plscopal
Church of Los Angeles. A genlsl, sympathetic man of affairs,
he ls perhaps the sitatsaman of the Japanese Churceh Federatlion
with i%e 5,000 nesbers and moers than 30 affilisted churches
of ten or more denomingstiong. He bas often been the chalirman
of the Foderation. He hag done much to promote soclal wel-
Tare within the other churches, ss well 88 his own. He help~
gd 4o found the Children's Orphanage for American-Japanese,
and alse led in feraing the Boy Scouts of America, for chlilé-
ren of Japanese parents. His sons sore sagle scout’ and lesd-
ers in the organization. The oldasbt son was recently ordalin~
gd prisat iln the Eplecopal church. Anosther son 1la ln iths
araoy, on lsave in New York.

The seymon printed here ia not sXsotly as given thet
Eagter Bunday when Mr. Yamarzeki deliversd it. It is a rascon-
struction from notss that could not possibly recaplure the
spirit that moved Lhrough e spesksr and samong Lhe CONEgrega~
tion a% the Lime. To snter into that unforgetiable experisncs,
one would cnegelf have ¢ be facing the sudden loss of homs
and comfort, and much ¢lse begides.

Hare are people who have not chosen to be tested as
they are now being tasted. But becaues they worship teogether,
they ars going to wmeke of their bumllliation s stepping stone
to some unknown and belter thlng ln the fulurs. The faith
tﬁ&z is belng c&mmun&@azaﬁ to thes is an intultlion of triumph

*passing human ingenuity® which the world cannobl glve or tsks
2%aY.

gg QUR EASTER

EASTER BEFORE EVACUATIGHN
“Easter, april 5, 1943

Text: Phiiippians 3:10. “That I may know
Him and the power of His Resarraction, and
the fellowship of His sufferinga.®

%hat I kave besn pradicting to you for the pasd

weske -~ that we would not leave our place until we have wel-
comed Esster in cur own Ghureh - has come frue. And here, we
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are gathering togsther 1ln His House today, singing our favor— |
ite Easter hymn *Jesus Christ ls risen today, Allelulal® We -
Teel immeasuradly happy and grateful. In B trus sense of Lhe
Ensber, we are really and heartlly joyous, sven ihough we

have uan anticipatlion of the impending "evacustion”,

Frankly sapesking, ii{ is unbesrably sad to think of
cur peoullsar destiny that, in s few days, we all nave Lo
isave our desar hosea and aven this our dbeloved Chureh in which
we have worshipped God, our Fatbsr snd His Son, Jesus Chrisy,
our Bavicur. Here, for ths past wwenvy-nine years; I bave had
the priviiaege of serving as pastor - witnessing the entrance
of many Into Chrlat's flock. Here alsp, in this Churceh, we
have learnsd and teught Hip Gospel and His way of 1life, enjoy-
ing, the fellowship in His Coanmunion. We cannot help tut fesl
that somehow an abrupt end has come Lo our good life, and that
wg are defasted in our good efforia.

Howsver, strange snough, when 1 hear vou sing the
Eoster song of triusph, & strong powed which never can be don-
quered arises in my splrit, and the dismayed feelings of fear
and defeat disappear snd I fesl hope for the fubure and am un~
Tailingly reagsured with great strength and courage. Is it
not because wg Dellsve in Jesus Christ and His resurrection?
Ie it not also because what S5t. Paul terms "the power of His
resurrestion® is sustelning us? Lebt us all rejsige in the
Word who is risett Loday.

I want you o know and grasp thls morning the pro-
found mesning of this power, ths powar of His rasurrscilion, as
the great Apocstle 5L, Paul exhorted the brethran of the Philip-
pian Churel, I want vou to know why Chrietisang can never be
disappointed and defeated in thelr falin sven In thelir worst
slroumstances, Xeep in alnd the disciples and fellowers of
Jeaus who lost thair lesdexr, saw thelr Master betrayed and
taken away, witnessed Hie going through great sufferings, nung
on the (ross with wretched coriminels, and finslly put to dealb
in shame. MNaturally, thsy were at firet dieappointed, fseling
beaten, defeated, and utterly helpless. Bul when Lthey saw
that thlg same Jesus rose agaln sn the third day, ithey beazme
enttirely differont wen and wonmsn. They no longer were dee
fented people, but courageously they carried His Gospel to the
grid of ithe world, and finally conguered that Roman Emplre, the
military powsyr of that day, untlil, as an hislorlan racords,
Justin the Emperor declared "Nazavrens, thou has Finally cone
quered me.' Ths power of His resurrection was felt by the
WOrid. .

But, we pust know that we sannot grasp the msaning
of the resurrectlon and iis power unill we ¢ome Lo undersatand
His $ufferings and what St. Paul terms “"the fellowshlp of His
sufferings®. You cannot be Joyous without the expsrience of
gufferings. You cannot De triumphant until you reach the
polnt of geaming defsat and pay precicus sacriflces which
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Bomstlimes mean the loas of everything, even 1ife itself. It
ls after His great psssion in the Holy Week, olimexed in tre
Cross, thel we hava triumphant Easter Joy. We who losk Tor-
ward L0 & better future and & better world, must sxpsct the
challengs of sufferings.

Here we sbtand at the threshold of "pvacuation®. In
& gense, 11 18 an unavoldabls situation crested by the sudden
War thrust upon ihle country by Japan., We are placed in an
extracrdinarily embarrassing situation., We cannct escape frox
it. We are simply victime of cireumstance. Confronted wilh
1t are Iesel end Nisel together. Issed - who wepre not allovsd
to be citlrens legally, yet they bave 1lived in this country
Tifty, forty and thirty years, rearing their children in thie
land In the American way of life and desiring themsclves b
iive and dle in America - these have suddenly found thempelves
under tie category of Yenemy allene®. The Nisei -~ who were
born and educated in this great Hepublic and who 1ive as
Américan citizens - found themsslves, on ascount of their
bived relationship with the Isael, in s positlon very 4iffi-
cult. No matter how loyal they were in the eyes of fellow
Caucasian cltlizens who know them, now they are regardsd by
somé with sugplclion. Tils is indesd a very esbarrassing sii-
uation to us all. The smergency military necessidy has no
time to dletinguleb between Nlsei and Iesei, loyal and dis-
loyal, in segkling to weet oub justlies individually. Henoce,
thie mass gvacuabion, unprecegented in Amarican history. Ve
bave slaply to accept it and acoept it rather gladly as an
gxpression of our loyalty. Many Nisel cannot refraln €rom
asking "why cannot we be glven equal opportunity o prove our
loyalty in positlive ways, Just as our Tellow Americans can?tt
But there geems 10 e no alitsrnative under the circumstancs
¥hick confronts the nation in this wicked war. Dosg 1t mean
that I am teking and urging upon you a defeatest and & fabal~
istlic view? Ho, I dare pay that Lhere is anothey and stilli
greater parspectdve.

Thank God that Esster came just before our svacuatlion
and thank God that we have the Holy Bible which throws lighi
on &ll human affalrs, and particularly on this vepry 4iffienlt
problem that donfronte us. It ie in Hie providence snd pux-
pose Vo care for humenity. Throughout the Bible, ws sce
God's susltaining and saving grace permesaiing every incidsnt
and event. Recall the familiar storlies of the Cld Testameni
and find out Hls loving providencs ln this historic drams of
sufferings and Jjoye, sxiles and restorations., You will see
and undsrstand ell through those events that God tests His
people, and that those who endure to the snd with falith
aiweys are saved.

Prom Genesla %o the Cospels, it ie full of storiss
which I may term, without eXaggerablion, stories of "Evacuatlion®.
Abraham leaving his home Lun Tersh and goling oub "without
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knowing where he goes®, taking it ss God's call, is ths fora-
runner, bud in Bxodus ws some Lo Lhe great sbtorliss of Bihiical
masa evasuabtlion in which Tour hundsred thoussnd Hebrew psople
1806 Bgyph, wandered around the Arablan Desert for forty yesrs
under the leadershly of the greal Moses,; and Finally reached
the promised land. Right bere, 1 want to tell the Nisel pesple
that, in apite of sll the afforis and sufferingse endured, many
of thoss 0lder Heobrew peoples who atartsd from Egypt dled in the
wildernessa, and sven Moses bimself dissppearsd on the hill of
Pisgsh end never orossed the River Jordan. It was those of tha
new genagration ~- may I term them *the sscond gensration® or
"Nisgl of the Exodus® ~ tbhat ¢roseed the River and went into
Canaan, tne Promised land, under the leadership of Joshua, a
new leadaer. IV ig my sarngst prayer that this shory may be re-
peated in our svacuabtlon so thal those of oldsr generations
suoong us, even 1Y they perishb in the wildernese and dilssppesar
Trom the pleture, they will not fall; the Nisel wlll find & way
o a betier and newer worlid. I know that they will resch the
vromiged land 1T they prove to be 1llke Joshua and bis follow-
grs in thelr faith and loyalty. The whole story of Exedus

ia the stery of the test of faith in Jehovah. Many falled

in the wllderness. ¥With murmurs and disbellefl, they oould

not endure the test. There we pes also many who smergsd from
it triumphantly with gtrong falth, passing the test of degert
and river. They entered in"o the New Land. Why not scoept
thig Evacustion as a test and » gresl opportunity to prove

cur falith in Christ snd loyalty Lo our country?

"Many of us of the oldsr generation errsd in many ways
in the pset. I 4o not want our youdlh Lo repest thedge errors.
It is God's great providence that we tyavel ihis way through
hardship and sufferings, though it msy be a long way with no
short cute. 5t,. Paul proclalmed 14 in bis Epietle to the
Romans {5:3}¢ "We glory in tribulations alsc; knowing that
trivulations worketh patlence; and patliense, exXperiencs; snd
- experience, hope.'

You Nissl nesd 4o develop these qualltlies in the test
of sufferings. Do you know that, albthough you have this price-
less American (itizenship given to avery one of you born kers,
¥you will need to prove yourselves worthy of this oitlizensnip
before you will really be scogpied s fellow gitlgens who are
doing their utmost %o uphold Demooracy? There may e many
different ways to 40 that in ordinary daya, but under the
present natlonal smergency and under the pecullar conditlons
in which you Nisel snd we Issel are confrented; the beat way
and the only way is to accept ithe evacustion as & greal op~
portunity Lo test our gualiitlies and prove that e sall are as
genuline as we profess Lo be. Heretofore, you heve nodl pasa~-
ed this rosd. By proving yourselves falthiful now, you will
bulld s future not only for yourselves but for your children.
Tuat glory cannct be compared with the sufferinge and sacri-
fices you will undergo at the pressnt tLims.

46



Golng back to the Biblleal atorize, let us think of
the Babylonlan Captivities. After f1fty vesrs of exile on *he
banks of the Euphrates, the Hebrew people produced those
greatest poems of hlgtory - the Pealms. And they were able
to return to Jerusalem and rebulld the city and the Temple.

Even through the New Tesitament, this story sontinues,
Our Saviour was born In Bethlehem in a manger, when Mary was
on ner way wiib Josepk, far away from thelr northern home, Lo
comply with the order of Avzostus Caesar o reglster. Agaln,
you find the Holy Chlld in Zgypt wlith his earthly parents,
awalbting such time a8 Ood would provids for their return to
their homeland. When Paul was fTorbvldden by ths Holy Ghost to
#go Into Bythynlz and foroed to go to Troas by way of Mvaia,
there opened & great opportuniiy for him to reash Macsdonla,
thenuse Lo carry the (ospel to the world. Thers was ths work-
ing of the providencs of God in all this. This is the highar
and greater way that God holds for us. 8o, if gvecustion 1s
the order of the day in our lives, we have examples in higtory
recorded in the Bible.

I¥ you bave fallh in Him, you can go souragsously 4o
1%, with bope for a better futures. Of cowrse, you have o
read the 014 Tesstamend carefully, lest you should fall into
the ssme mlstakes as some of Ubs preaschere do when they inter-
pret them, ploturing the promised land or entering Cansan, in
a tons Jjustilying the belligerent and sggressive conguests.
Godis will in human affalrg is not what some peopls think, Cup
future promised iand should be the Kingdowm of God for which
Chrlgt went to tbhes Crose for the redemption of humanity and
the restoratlion of nman's right relstionshlp with fod., It is
the Kingdom of Christls apirit, Hls love, forgiveneass, justlce
and service for all men. And the resurrsction of Jesus Christ
ig the grest assurance of all future 1ife on esrth and in
nsaven,

We who bhave this living falth snd hope, have &
strenghth and support not Known by those who do not know God
end the powsy of His resurrectlon. ¥e therefore have an obli-
gation which we sbould aceept a8 a privilege, Lo give ocomfort
and sssurance Lo the many wio are depressed because they have
noet yet found the way of Chriast and His life,

May I close with one more thought. You heard Bilshop
Reifsnider preach a serson for us in this Chureh s few Sundaye
agc. He is & mon woo gave the best of his 1ife fLor forty
years bto the people of Japan, as the President of 8%, Paul's
University and alsc of Bt. Lukels International Hespital, one
of ths greatest medloal centers of the Orient, You were not
aware of hie being an evavueg from Japan. He logl everything,
his 1ife work, bis pchool, his hospitsl, and all the frulis
of misslonery work of the Uhurch for the pericd of one
santury. Bub he wonderTully nsever made penticn of 1t to you
or Lo any other perscorn. Evi, ad ao0n &s he came back Lo the
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ftates with Mra. Relfenider, carrying a handful of thelr
perscnal effents, he was seen buslly pleading for tbhe czuss
of Lhe Higel, ihe Amerlcans of Jepaness ancestry. 1 know
alsc many, many otner American misslonaries doing like the
Bisuop, manifeating the same noble epirit of Christ in their
loge and suffering. Hers you are not slones in the matber.
Compared with what they went through, our svacusbtion 18 &
very mild one. Think too, of the frighiful sonditions of
Buropean war refugees. \

As ong who bhas lived in Amerioa for the pegd thlrir—
gizht years, I slways feel grateful Lo this country. Hwan in
thia present predlosment of ours, my feelings do not change:
no, nod at s8ll. Moreover, sven after the ocutbresk of war,
the Government, the people, and egpecslially ocur Church friends
accord us moat considerats treatment. [ know Americals great
hearit; and you can trusi it now and in the future,

May we go out from here with an aim for the future,
trusting His and His providesnce, Let us go courmgsously in
8%t. Paul’s spirit of "fellowshlp in suffering', Dearing the
Cross of Jesus whereva?l we g0, and lebt us ceme through vice-
torigualy in Hie faiih., Dr. Hermry 8. Coffin, of Unlon
Beminary, in his book *The Mesaning of the Cross® which I read
some bten years ago, emphaslzes the lact that Christ was &
vietim of the day. Yes, Be was a victim, but as Dr. Stanliey
Jones tells us in one of hils books, this vicells has gone
through the sufferings, He bas offered everytiing on the
Cross and come oul a vistor, Weonderful words and & wonder
ful facht, are they not? A victim becomes a victori 8o, with
the blessing of the Risen Christ, lst ues go oubl couragecusly
in s0lid falth in Him.

In & senaa, this is our Calvary, and we must &
williing to say: #Father, forgive then, they know not what
they do'. We must also try, with Him, to say: "Into Thy
hands I comnit my spirit". But tha? ls not all. As Jesus
the Chris* had Hls resurrection from the dark tomb, 80 may
141 be with ue. We shball have our Bastsr and be triumphant.
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